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THREE-WAY TITLE MATCHES: 
THEY JUST DON’T MAKE SENSE! 
Exciting? Absolutely! Fair to champions? No way! 


34 STONE-COLD’S PERSONAL SURVIVOR SERIES 
McMahon might soon be the only one left for him to beat 


38 BRET HART: CHEATING HIMSELF 
OUT OF RESPECT 
NWO Hollywood brings out the worst in him 


42 ROCK BOTTOM! 
CAN MAIVIA CLIMB BACK AFTER THE 
HELMSLEY/CHYNA SMACK? 
SummerSlam ’98 was a pay-per-view to forget for him 


46 CEASE & DECEASED! 
LEAVE EDDIE GILBERT OUT OF THE NWA 
HOT STUFF WAR! 
We're talking to you, Tod Gordon! 


BEAUTIFUL MEMORIES © 


| just had to write you a letter to 
let you know how much | appreci- 
ated the “Spotlight” you guys did 
on Junkyard Dog (November 
1998). | think that overlooking a 
legend such as JYD, like other 
wrestling magazines did, shows a 
real lack of class. Not only do | 
think THE WRESTLER should be 
commended for acknowledging his 
death, but the “Spotlight” you did 
was wondertul. 

We hear a lot about Hogan, 
Flair, and Roddy Piper being leg- 
ends, but Junkyard Dog was a leg- 
end, too. | even found out that he’d 


Our “Spotlight” feature on Junkyard Dog 
was a big hit with several readers. Even 
after his tragic death—the love affair 
between JYD and his fans endures. 
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held a couple of titles | 
never knew he held. 

Unlike Lex Luger and 
Bret Hart, Junkyard Dog 
didn’t go back and forth 
between being a rulebreak- 
er and a fan favorite. JYD 
was a fan favorite right up 
until his death, but he was 
also hardcore. Even when 
he lost, he never made 
excuses. He was one tough 
cookie, and he will be 
missed. | am holding on to 
your “Spotlight” on Junkyard 
Dog as a keepsake. Thanks 
a lot! 

MACK SCOTT 
Seattle, WA 


| am writing to commend 
you for placing the “Spot- 
light” on the late Junkyard 
Dog in the November 1998 
issue. | am a fan of your fine 
publication and always read 
the “Introducing” and 
“Spotlight” sections thor- 
oughly, but something was 
special about this particular 
“Spotlight.” 

| first became a wrestling fan at 
the tender age of 10, and it was 
around that time that | was intro- 
duced to JYD, courtesy of WWF 
television (circa 1987). The Dog’s 
pre-WWF wrestling career was 
nothing but a huge question mark 
to me ... until now. 

Thanks to the November 
“Spotlight,” | became well-informed 
on the career of a man who de- 
fined sportsmanship, hard work, 
and heroism. | was lucky enough 
to see him in person (though not in 
action) when he was honored at 
ECW’s Wrestlepalooza ’98 pay- 


Hacksaw Duggan recently underwent surgery to 
remove a cancerous kidney. The staff at THE 
WRESTLER, as well as reader Randy Travis and 
millions of fans worldwide, wish Duggan a 
speedy recovery. 


per-view as a hardcore legend. | 
didn’t know then, but | know now 
why he deserved that honor as 
much as anyone. He was hit in the 
face with a toxic substance and 
continued to wrestle blind when a 
lesser man would have faced an 
extended hospital stay. 

Farewell to a hardcore legend. 
Rest in peace, “Big Thump.” 


BRANDON Le =A ‘ 
Carrollton, ( \ 
THINKING OF —— 
HACKSAW 


| am writing to you because 
would like to wish Jim Duggan the 


Se 


Gangrel in a match 
in September, Why 
is he so angry, any- 
way? If | hear Ross 
call The Edge an 
“enigma” one more 
time, | think I'll puke. 

TIMOTHY DUNN 

Willow Grove, PA 


OH THE 
HYPOCRISY 
Steve Anderson 
makes several great 
points in his “No 
Holds Barred” col- 
umn (November 
1998) about the 
ridiculous hypocrisy 
that exists in profes- 
sional wrestling to- 
day. I’m sure if An- 
derson cared to do 
so, he could point out 


X-Pac beat Jeff Jarrett in a halr vs. hair match at thousands of incon- 


SummerSlam, but “Double-J” left the arena with most of 
his halr anyway. Reader Ashley Brant was not happy that 


this was allowed to happen. 


best of luck as he recovers from 
cancer surgery. Duggan has been 
my favorite wrestler for almost 20 
years. When he made that impas- 
sioned speech on Thunder, | got 
very emotional. It takes a big man 
to admit his fears on national tele- 
vision. Jim Duggan is a winner. He 
has always been one, and | am 
sure he will rise above this prob- 
lem the same way he overcame 
other obstacles throughout his 
career. Good luck, Jim. 
RANDY TRAVIS 
Macon, GA 


TONE DOWN THE HYPE 


| can’t understandewhy The 


Edge is beingshyped so much by 
Jim Ross and the WWF. He 
seems to have a lot of talent, but 
he still has a lot to prove. It seems 
like his favorite things to do are 
sneak-attack people from the 
crowd and interfere in other peo- 
ple’s matches. He hasn't beaten 
many quality opponents yet and 
didn’t Hak that good against 


sistencies in both 
the WWF and WCW, 
as they occur ona 
weekly basis, but he just pointed out 
the most infamous examples. 
| think the most disappointing 
example of this behavior occurred 
at SummerSlam '98. X-Pac beat 
Jeff Jarrett in what was billed as a 
hair vs. hair match. But after the 
match, X-Pac let Jarrett go after 
cutting off very little hair. All Jarrett 
received was a trim. Any veteran 
wrestling fan expects the loser to 
have his head shaved clean in a 
hair match. | ordered the pay-per- 
view, believe it or not, to seeiGne of 
these guys get.theif/head shaved. | 
feel ripped off. Now | understand 
how those people who expected 
Vader to wrestle without a mask or 
expected to see Kevin Nash and 
Sting defend the title feel. 
ASHLEY BRANT 
‘St. Paul, MN 


WHAT DID HE SAY? 
| have a question for all those 
WCW fans who cheer The Warrior. 
Wasn't one face-painted geek who 
(Continued on page 50) 
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WHAT 


appening 


T ONE POINT several 
Aves ago, Eric Bischoff 

was content to let WCW/ 
NWO wrestlers appear on cards in 
Japan under the banner of New 
Japan Pro Wrestling. Today, the 
power-hungry Bischoff is intent on 
taking over the company. 

“By the time your readers 
have this little magazine in front 
of them, | should be sitting 
behind my desk in my magnifi- 
cent office in Tokyo as the new 
head of New Japan,” Bischoff 
said. “Come to think of it, the 
name New Japan just won't cut it 
any longer. !'ll change it to New 
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Hollywood International Pro 
Wrestling. Now that sounds 
great.” 

Bischoff's attempt at conquer- 
ing! New Japan got off to a very 
rocky start. He signed Chris 
Jericho and Eddy Guerrero 
(wrestling under a mask as Black 
Tiger) to wrestle IWGP junior tag 
team champions Tatsuhito Tak- 
aiwa and Shinjiro Otani. But 
since Guerrero despises Bischoff, 
he wanted no part of the match. 
He agreed to take it, though, 
when Bischoff threatened to ter- 
minate his contract if he didn’t. 
After 19 minutes 32 seconds, 


y Bill Apter 


Otani used a dragon suplex to pin 
Guerrero. 

“| am not the least bit annoyed,” 
a non-convincing Bischoff told 
reporters after the match. “Guer- 
rero put no effort into the match 
and just made matters worse for 
himself. But if had to depend on 
one man—particularly him—to get 
my goals accomplished, | wouldn't 
be in the position | am today.” 

Bischoff’s luck changed for the 
better later in the evening, when 
Scott Norton won the vacant 
IWGP heavyweight title from Yuji 
Nagata. Masa Chono was origi- 
nally scheduled to defend the belt 


So much for the good relationship between New Japan Pro 
President Seljl , Bischoff 


Wrestling 


Sakaguchi and Eric Bischoff. B 


no longer wants to work together with Sakaguchi; he wants to 
take over his company. 


ALLL 
dic 
KBCAMMARS | 


on the card, but due to a serious 
neck injury, he was forced to give 
up the belt. Norton and Nagata 
were the two top contenders at the 
time. Also that night, NWO Sting 
and Brian Adams lost in their bid 
to unseat Genichiro Tenryu and 
Shiro Koshinaka as IWGP tag 
team champs. 

“Look at what | did,” Bischoff 
gloated before the assembled 
media. “Mr. Bischoff has owner- 
ship of your IWGP title. | never fail 
at anything | do, and your tag 
team title will be mine next.” 

It's hard to believe, but Rocky 
Maivia, better known as “The 
Rock,” may be on the verge of 
becoming exactly what he has 
long professed and hoped to be: 
“The People’s Champ.” Since 
“The Rock” has been allied with 
Ken Shamrock and Mankind, 
the chants of “Rocky sucks!” 
have virtually stopped. “‘The 
Rock’ has been The People’s 
Champion since he started his 
career, but the people are just 
starting to smarten up to that,” 
Maivia says. 

D-Lo Brown told me that unlike 
his predecessor, X-Pac, he 
intends to be a fighting WWF 


What’s this—the friendly 
Rocky Maivia? WWF tans 


since he formed an alliance 
with Ken Shamrock and 
Mankind. 


European champ this 
time around. “I’m negoti- 
ating with promoters all 
over Europe,” he said. 
“I'll wrestle there any 
time. He didn’t do that 
even once” ... 911 has 
returned to ECW. 
Unfortunately for him, 
his first match back was 
memorable for the 
wrong reason. Spike 
Dudley, who at 5’7’”, 
155 pounds is about 17 
inches shorter and 150 
pounds lighter than 911, 
beat him in less than a 
minute. Dudley is establishing 
quite a reputation for being a 


Just call him Spike Dudley the giant 
killer! Sal E. Graziano Is one of a num- 
ber of super heavyweights to go down 
to Spike In ECW In recent months. 


“giant killer.” He also defeated 
super heavyweights Sal E. Gra- 
ziano and Ulf Hermann in recent 
weeks. His method is simple. He'll 
usually just kick his opponent in 
the groin, then finish him off with 
an “Acid Drop” (bulldog headlock) 
from the top rope. 


(Continued on page 51) 


Steve Anderson’s View 
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with Steve 


Anderson 


‘Tv COLUMN IS about © 
two men in two separate 
(and very serious) real-life 
situations: a “Nature Boy” and a 
“Hacksaw.” One man is fighting 
for his career. The other man is 
fighting for his life. 

“We want Flair!” 

It was a chant that echoed 
throughout arenas around the 
country for the past five months. 
Every time the word Horsemen 
was uttered, the fans, like a 
Pavlovian dog chorus, would 
scream out those three famous 
words. Every time a chop was 
thrown in the ring (regardless of 
the federation), the crowd would 
cry, “Whoooooo!” in honor of 
their missing hero. 

Missing, indeed. Legal tussles 
were keeping Flair out of the ring 
and out of the spotlight. A contrac- 
tual dispute with WCW led to law- 
suits being filed on both sides. Ina 
previous column, | lamented the 
fact that without Flair, wrestling 
was just not the same. In spite of 
his absence (certainly not because 
of it), Television ratings may have 
gone up. The quality of both Raw 
and Nitro may have improved, but 
without the presence of the 
“Nature Boy,” the picture was not 
complete. 

If you’ve followed wrestling as 
long as | have, you probably have 
a few vivid memories that stand 
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out above all the others. I’m talk- 
ing about those rare emotional 
moments that for whatever reason 
stick with you for a long, long time. 
For a lot of people, this will be one 
of those moments. Monday, 
September 14, 1998, is now histo- 
ry. A lot of people will debate 
whether the re-formation of The 
Four Horsemen was a good idea, 
but the return of Flair on Sep- 
tember 14 was met with unani- 
mous approval. 

The “Nature Boy” walked out 
to the ring that night in Green- 
ville, South Carolina, and gave 


Finally, Ric Flair is back in WCW. Eric Bischoff Is still trying to keep him from wrestling in 
the federation, but he couldn’t spoil the party on the night the “Nature Boy” came back. 


us all two things you don’t see 
too often in wrestling these days: 
genuine, raw emotion and sin- 
cere appreciation. 
Whose eyes did not well up as 
a teary-eyed Flair walked out to a 
raucous response? He greeted his 
fellow Horsemen with warm 
embraces. He acknowledged the 
crowd that had demanded his 
return immediately after he had 
disappeared. He said he felt 
embarrassed by the response, but 
so appreciative of his fans who 
have made it all worthwhile. 
(Continued on page 54) 
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an athletes who yearn for that last 

stab at glory. Whether it’s baseball, 
football, golf, or wrestling, a few months—or 
years—on the sidelines have a way of 
messing with a competitor's head. It often 
gives that individual time to gain perspective, 
rethink strategies, and regain enthusiasm. 
Most importantly, it gives the body time to 
recover from years of peak physical activity. 

That's what happened to Rick Martel. 

He vanished from the national spotlight in 
late-1993 without fanfare. There were no 
farewell announcements and no lifetime 
achievement awards. Nineteen years of ring 
wars had taken their toll both physically and 
mentally. It was time to slow down his 
career, if not end it altogether. 

Did anyone miss him? Not many did. 

There’s a good reason for that. Martel’s 
decline began in the late- 
1980s, when he turned 
against his long-time friend 
and Strike Force tag partner, 
Tito Santana. Instead of see- 
ing the suave and debonair 
French-Canadian that every- 
one had grown to respect, 
WWF fans then saw a strut- 
ting, obnoxious, preening 
prima donna. 

Martel was gone. “The 
Model” had arrived. 

“The Model” was a main- 
Stay in the WWF for the next 
few years, then vanished for 
several months. He resur- 
faced in the fall of 1993 and wrestled Razor 
Ramon for the then-vacant Intercontinental 
title. Ramon won the match, although the 
veteran put up a gutsy fight. 

Martel, plagued with nagging injuries and 
possibly aware that his competitive fires 
were dimming, reduced his schedule and 
competed primarily on independent cards. 
He spent much of his time in his native 
Canada, where he trained young hopefuls 
for wrestling careers. 

But Martel did not enjoy his semi-retire- 
ment. Several recurring thoughts ran through 
his mind: Do | still have what it takes? Could | 
have left more gracefully? Will people 
remember Rick Martel, or “The Model”? 

Quite a dilemma for someone who 
should be considered a wrestling legend. 
Back in 1972, the 16-year-old established 
himself as one of Canada’s hottest 


T HERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT veter- 


Martel retired with class 


prospects. In the late--70s, Martel ventured 
to Georgia, where he became an instant hit 
with the fans despite his thick French- 
Canadian accent and schoolboy image. He 
captured the WWF World tag team title with 
Tony Garea in 1980 and 1981. 

Martel dogged AWA World champion 
Nick Bockwinkel throughout 1983, defeating 
him in several non-title matches. Although 
he failed to beat Bockwinkel for the belt, 
Martel’s defining moment came when he 
won the AWA title from Jumbo Tsuruta on 
May 13, 1984. For the next 18 months, 
Martel defended the title against the likes of 
Bob Backlund and Larry Zbyszko, and he 
wrestled NWA World champion Ric Flair to 
a 34-minute double-countout in Tokyo. 
Martel’s reign ended when he submitted to 
Stan Hansen's “Brazos Valley” backbreaker 
on December 29, 1985. 

, Martel should go down in 
history as one of the last 
great scientific champions. 
But he was probably afraid 
that might not happen. He 
had sprayed too much “Ar- 
rogance” in fans’ faces. 

That's why Martel signed 
with WCW in late-1997. “The 
Model” was history. As the 
tanned and rested Martel 
jogged to the ting soon after 
his arrival in WCW, | couldn't 
) help but think of a fortysome- 
thing Cary Grant. Martel was 
the epitome of the “vibrant 
gentleman.” 

He quickly made a bid for the WCW TV 
title and had several scientific encounters 
with Booker T. Martel displayed his famous 
temper at times, but he was determined to 
remain a sportsman. In fact, Martel saved 
Booker T from a few gang-style attacks dur- 
ing that period. 

Martel, 26 years after his debut, captured 
the TV title from Booker T on February 16, 
1998. Six days later, he tore the anterior 
cruciate ligament of his right knee during a 
rematch with Booker and, in the process, 
lost the TV belt. He returned to action earlier 
this summer, only to injure several verte- 
brae during a match with Stevie Ray. 

Martel, at age 42, has decided to retire 
for good. This time, Rick Martel should rest 
assured that he will be remembered as a 
class act. 

Who was that “Model” guy, anyway? 
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Thumbs Upto Petry Saturn. The “Rings Of Saturn” have a slightly brighter hue 
these days, now, that Saturt(and the entire’Flock) have won their independence 
from Raven. Saturn earned it by beating Raven at Fall Brawl despite wrestling 
under Raven’s sules.and with several/broken fingers. It was quite a match. Saturn 
wouldn’t*succtimb to Raven’s “Evenflow,” while Raven wouldn’t give in to the 
“Rings Of Satutn:” Finally, Lodi, Horace Boulder, and Sick Boy tried to interfere, 
but they were effectively,countered by Billy Kidman. Saturn used a Death Valley 
driver to get the three-count and celebrate 
his personal Fourth of July. There’s nothing 
like perseverance. ; 


Thumbs Up to Hacksaw Duggan. Courage. Détermination: They’ve been the hall- 
marks of Hacksaw Duggan, one of the most patriotic wrestlers in the history of the 
sport. Now Duggan is calling upon his covirage and determination to overcome 
cancer. At press time, he was resting at his Florida"home-after undergoing surgery 
to remove a kidney that had a cancerous tumor. Dogtors described it as a football- 
sized mass. We were choked up watching Thunder when Duggan told the world of 
his cancer. Undoubtedly, every wrestling 
fan’s prayers are with this lovable man who 
is now fighting for his life. 


Thumbs Up to Magnum T.A. Haven’t seen that name in wrestling magazines for a 
while, have you? But Magnum, whose promising career was ended by a devastat- 
ing car accident more than a decade ago, returned to the ring as a manager and led 
Tully Blanchard and Barry Windham to a victory over The Border Patrol for the 
NWA tag team title. Now Magnum is considering a full-time return to the sport as 
a manager. In fact, he’s considering putting together an entire stable of wrestlers. 


“T’ve got the bug,” Magnum said. “Maybe 
I’ve been away from the ring for too long, 
but I’m ready to give it another shot.” We 
wish him well. 


Thumbs Up to The Sandman. Over the past few years, a lot of top ECW stars have 
tried their luck in the WWF and WCW. Public Enemy. Rob Van Dam. Sabu. 
Raven. Perry Saturn. And others. For six years, The Sandman has remained devot- 
ed to ECW and has become arguably the most popular wrestler in the federation’s 
history. But now Sandman, who’s known for his chain-smoking, beer-guzzling 
ways, is going to do something for himself: He recently signed a three-year deal 
with WCW, Is he good enough to make a major impact in WCW? That remains to 
be seen. But we know he’II put forth a great effort. 
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Thumbs Down to Buff Bagwell. Brothers Rick and Scott Steiner battled to a no- 
contest at Fall Brawl, but'that wasn’t the big story, The big story was that although 
Scott Steiner is right down there at the bottom of the heap when it comes to 
mankind, Bagwell is right down there with him ... and burrowing lower. Bagwell 
used his serious neck injury.as'a ploy to help Scotttry to beat his brother. He acted 
as if he had been reinjured and-even allowed paramedics to load him into an 
ambulance. Then, when Rick wasn’t looking, both Bagwelhand Scott jumped him. 
We’re so looking forward to Buff’s return 
to competition. We can’t wait for Rick 
Steiner to get his hands on him. 


Thumbs Down to Kane. If it wasn’t bad enough that he walked away from his 
WWE World tag team title defense with Mankind at SummerSlam ’98, he made 
matters worse by showing up later, inside a dumpster, and hammering Mankind 
with a sledgehammer. Of course, Mankind was stunned. Even The New Age 
Outlaws, who won the belts in the two-on-one match, seemed stunned. Later in the 
card, Kane wanted to interfere in The Undertaker’s World title bid against Steve 
Austin, but Undertaker wouldn’t let him. 
Now we know why Kane and Vince 
McMahon get along so well. They’re both 
lowlifes. 


Thumbs Down to Dan Severn. Sure, we understand his disappointment in Owen 
Hart losing the “Lion’s Den” match to Ken Shamrock at SummerSlam ’98, but 
that doesn’t excuse Severn from walking away from the ring in disgust. Besides, if 
Severn wanted Shamrock, he should have gone after him himself (which now, it 
seems, is exactly what he’s going to do). Owen depended upon Severn. He needed 
guidance in dealing with the UFC-style ring and UFC-style rules. And what did 
Severn do in Owen’s moment of need? He 
left him by himself. Let’s hope Severn 
shows a lot more courage in his feud with 
Shamrock. 


Thumbs Down to Ernest Miller. What’s with this attitude change? What happened 
to “The Cat’? Maybe it’s what didn’t happen that set him off. Miller hasn’t had 
many important matches during his stay in WCW, and maybe he thought he need- 
ed to become a bit more ... uh ... aggressive. There’s nothing wrong with being 
aggressive and nothing wrong with Miller pointing out that he’s a former karate 
champion. There is something wrong, however, with Miller randomly interfering 
in matches and claiming wrestlers aren’t as tough as karate experts. If he really 
thinks so little of wrestlers, why did he become one? 
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Philadelphia, PA (Correspon- 
dent—Alex Blake): When The 
Sandman was wrestling this handi- 
cap match against Justin Credible 
and Jason, no one at the ECW 
Arena—possibly including Sandman 
himself—realized it would be his last 
match in that building. Fittingly, the 
stipulations for the match stated that 
the winner would get to lash the 
loser with a rattan cane. 

Sandman took control of the 
match from the start, dominating 
Jason with a flurry of punches. 
Jason tried several times to tag his 
partner, but Credible refused each 
time. After absorbing a lot more 
punishment during the next several 
minutes, Jason mustered up 
enough strength to execute a side- 
kick on Sandman. With Sandman 
dazed, Jason finally got Credible to 
tag in. 

Credible’s stay in the ring was 
short, though, as his chops were 
ineffective. When Justin tagged out, 
Jason had no choice but to re-enter 
the ring ... and endure more pun- 
ishment. Once again, Jason had to 
withstand a ton of pain, because 
Credible refused to tag in for sever- 
al minutes. 

When Credible finally did tag in 
again, he used a shoulderbreaker 
on Sandman before he and Jason 
overpowered him with several dou- 
ble-team maneuvers. Their advan- 
tage was short-lived, however, as 
Sandman surprised Jason with a 
reverse DDT to get the pinfall win. 
In accordance with the prematch 
stipulation, Sandman got to cane 
Jason. Even the efforts of Credible 
and Nicole Bass couldn’t save him 
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Together, Justin Credible and Jason were able to take down The Sandman in their 
handicap match at the ECW Arena. But they weren’t good enough to beat him. 
Jason paid a painful price for the loss. 


from that fate. 

In other bouts: Tracey Smothers 
(with Tommy Rich & Little Guido) 
pinned Tommy Rogers (with Axl 
Rotten & Mahoney) ... Jerry Lynn 
pinned Mikey Whipwreck ... Sal E. 
Graziano beat John Kronus ... 
Spike Dudley defeated Sal E. 
Graziano ... Chris Candido (with 
Tammy Lynn Sytch) beat Lance 
Storm (with Dawn Marie) ... Tommy 
Dreamer defeated Jack Victory ... 


Masato Tanaka defeated Bam Bam 
Bigelow ... ECW tag team champi- 
ons Sabu & Rob Van Dam beat 
Buh Buh Ray & D-Von Dudley. 


Harrisburg, PA (Correspon- 
dent—Timothy A. Walker): 
Manager Johnny Glitter accompa- 
nied Dustin Runnels to the ring for 
his match against Tito Santana on a 
WSWF card at the Farm Show 

(Continued on page 56) 
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“I would like to ask that punk 
Justin Credible what his plans are 
now that his feud with The 
Sandman is over.”—Jasmine 
Rainey, Queens, NY 


: “Well, now that I sent The 


Sandman packing, I have a lot 
of free time on my hands,” 
Credible boasted. “Maybe I 
could get something going with 
Tommy Dreamer. Wait. I’ve 
already done that. Or maybe I 
could take on Jerry Lynn. Nope, 
already whipped his [butt], too. 
There must be something going 
on in ECW to keep me busy. I 
guess not. Maybe I’ll just go 
back to the gym to work out 
with Nicole Bass while I wait for 
Shane Douglas to challenge me 
to a match. Then I can beat his 
injury-prone carcass for the 
title. Everybody knows I 
deserve that belt. Then again, I 
could win Van Dam’s TV belt 
just as easily. Or maybe me and 
Jason could win the tag belts. 
The options are endless when 
you’re as young and talented as 
me. It doesn’t matter who I 
beat, because Justin Credible 
will go down in history as the 
man who ran the ‘Extreme 
Icon’ out of ECW.” 

“This question is for new WCW 
cruiserweight champion Billy 
Kidman: Billy, now that you’ve 
had so much success on your 
own, do you feel like a fool for 
wasting all that time in blind obe- 


The Wrestler 


A: 


dience to Raven?”—Edward 
Barr, Springfield, IL 

‘Tn hindsight, yeah,” Kidman 
replied. “But that’s because I 
finally realized what I am capa- 
ble of on my own in WCW. 
When I first got here, I had a 
hard time fitting in. But Raven 
made me feel like I belonged, 
just like he did for Saturn and 
Sick Boy and the others. We 
were like a family. But as time 
went on, Raven placed more 
and more demands on The 
Flock. Soon it seemed like his 
career was advancing while we 
did all the work. Saturn was the 
first one to say ‘Hey, wait a 
minute, we’ve become Raven’s 
slaves.’ So he stood up to Raven 
and proved he could be just as 
successful in WCW on his own. 
It was then that I understood 
that I don’t need Raven, and 
that an association with him was 
hurting my career. I just hope 
the rest of the boys see the light 
like I did.” 

“T have a question for ‘Lethal 
Weapon’ Steve Blackman: Steve, 
after watching you and Ken 
Shamrock go at it on Raw, I can’t 
help but wonder—are you guys 
still friends?”—Megan Tilley, 
Phoenix, AZ 

“Yes, Megan, Ken and J are still 
friends,” Blackman asserted. 
“But he’s putting a real strain 
on our friendship with those 
temper tantrums. I can under- 


We've seen the last of the Justin 
Credible-Sandman in ECW. Now that 
The Sandman has left for WCW, 
Credible isn’t sure what he'll do to keep 
himself amused. 


stand how some people get 
under his skin, and I know how 
he feels about Dan Severn, but 
he has no right to take his frus- 
trations out on me. Ken has 
suplexed me before, and I let it 
go because I figured it was the 
heat of the moment getting to 
him. But those days are over. It 
makes me look bad and also 
puts us both at risk for serious 
injury when he does that. Quite 
frankly, I’m not ready to lay 
down my career for Ken 

(Continued on page 57) 
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By Frank Krewda 


Hogan, the ladies like Flair, 

and the respect like Arn 
Anderson. Oh, yeah, and the 
power like ‘Easy E,” says 25-year- 
old Evan Karagias (pronounced 
cou-ra-geous). Sounds rather 
ambitious for someone who was 
toiling in WCW’s Power Plant train- 
ing facility less than a year ago, but 
at least Karagias is motivated. 

Although Karagias had just a 
casual interest in professional 
wrestling while growing up, he 
spent all four years on the mat at 
Howard Huss High School in 
Gastonia, North Carolina, earning 
all-conference and all-state honors 
in the 140-pound weight class. 
Karagias continued his wrestling 
career in college, placing third in the 
country at 150 pounds at Wilkes 
College in North Carolina before 
transferring to North Carolina State, 
where he put together an impres- 
sive record before tearing a rotator 
cuff in 1994. 

With his college career short-cir- 
cuited, Karagias decided to hang 
out on the sidelines until he could 
formulate a plan B for his future. 
That's when he was approached by 
a wrestling fan Ellen Martin, who 
suggested that Karagias give mod- 
eling a try. At first he was apprehen- 
sive, but at 5'11” and 160 athletic 
pounds, Karagias was still in good 
shape and had no other prospects 
looming. So in 1995, Martin and 
Karagias took off for New York, 
where they found an agent who 
helped Evan land modeling jobs for 
various men’s fitness magazines 
and Calvin Klein jeans. Karagias 
even landed a small part on the day- 
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Evan Karagias isn't 
one of those young 
men who. always 
dreamed of becoming 
a wrestler. He just hap- 
pened to come into 
contact with people 
who steered him in that 
direction. He's learning 
a Jot and improving 
quickly in WCW. 


Despite having less than a year of 
professional wrestling experience under 
his belt, Evan Karagias thinks he’s ready 

to climb to the top of WCW’s 
cruiserweight division. And he’ll 
get there any way he can 


time soap opera All My Children, but 
the modeling career proved too 
erratic for Karagias, who went back 
home to Gastonia in early-1997 in 
search of a steady living. 

Oddly enough, the specter of 
nine-to-five drudgery changed with 
an innocent trip to the local Wal- 
Mart, where Karagias bumped into 
family friend and former wrestler 
Viadimir Koloff at an autograph 
session. Koloff explained to Evan 
that his amateur background and 
acting experience made him a nat- 
ural for the squared circle and per- 
suaded him to contact Ric Flair. 

“| just went right into his gym 
and told him | wanted to wrestle,” 
Karagias recalled. “At first he 
thought | was just another fan. But 
after | told him | wrestled at N.C. 
State, his attitude changed. He 
could see | was serious.” 

Flair recommended the Power 
Plant, which is where Karagias 
started his career in May 1997. 
There he trained for six months 
under Sgt. Buddy Lee Parker and 
Chad Fortune. Karagias improved 
quickly at the training facility, but 
money was tight, and he needed 
to graduate from the “dojo” to the 
ring. “I told [matchmaker] Terry 
Taylor, ‘Look, | need to make a liv- 
ing, | need my shot now,” Kara- 
gias explained. 

Taylor finally relented, and on 
January 2, 1998, Evan Karagias 
got his “shot” against Chris Jericho 
on WCW Saturday Night. KaraigiaS» 
lost to the future cruiserweight and 
TV champion, but he impressed 
the matchmaking sommittee 
enough to earn a chahes- to com- 


pete regularly on both the Saf-— 


urday Night and wow World nie 
programs. 

Unfortunately, the i Yad fae 
been a struggle for Karagias. 
WCW’s cruiserweight division is 
stocked with talented wrestlers like 
Dean Malenko and Juventud 
Guerrera, most of whom boast a 
lot more experience. Still, Kara- 
gias’ confidence has kept him 
focused on the cruiserweight title. 
He was rewarded for his persever- 


Less than a year after 
his pro debut, Kara- 
gias got a shot at the 


WCW cruiserweight 
title (when it was held 
by Juventud Guer- 
rera). He claims he 
executes Juvi's sig- 
nature move better 
than Juvi does! 


ance with a shot at the belt, then 
held -by Guerrera, on August 31. te 


_was his first appearance on Nitro. “few 


Juvi- prevailed, but Karagias © 
opened some eyes in that match— 
including those of Wolfpac leader 
Kevin Nash, who watched the 
match from the backstage area. 
“Big Kev came over and con- 
gratulated me after that match... 
Man, that means a lot coming from 
someone like him,” Karagias 
admitted in a rare moment of 
humility. “Maybe he’s scouting me. 
The Wolfpac doesn’t have a 
decent cruiserweight, and | did 
wrestle for the N.C. State Wolf- 
pack back in college. If you think 
I’m good-looking now, just imagine 


me in red and black,” 

_Karagias- will have to register a 
vemore “Ws" befo efore Mr. Nash 

cared knocking, ‘but he did notch 

his first win on September 9 by 


beating Nick Dinsmore with his 


“Tidal Wave” (450 splash)—a 
move he picked up from Juvi. 
“Let's face it,” he said, “I do that 
move so much better than Guer- 
rera that he should be ashamed to 
ever try it again. And if | can’t beat 
Kidman for the belt with the ‘Tidal 
Wave,’ maybe I'll take his move, 
the shooting star press, too.” 
Beating a champion with his 
own move ... now that would 
make a big splash in WCW for 
Karagias. Oj 
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HOWARD FINKEL 


Wrestling Federation champion.” It has 
become WWF ring announcer Howard 

Finkel’s signature line over the years. And “The Fink,” 
considered by many to be the best wrestling ring 
announcer in the world, has had plenty of chances to 
use that line during his tenure with the promotion. 

Can you believe he made his debut as ring 
announcer way back on Mother’s Day 1976? An avid 
fan of the WWWF, he was working as an usher at the 
New Haven Coliseum in 1975 when he suggested to 
the manager of the building that he bring wrestling to 
the venue. That manager ultimately sold Vince 
McMahon Jr. on the idea; he also told McMahon 
about Finkel. Since Finkel had a great voice, had 
been to broadcasting school, and had some experi- 
ence as a public address announcer, McMahon gave 
him a chance to do some ring announcing. In January 
1977, he made his Madison Square Garden ring 
announcing debut. He has been a full-time employee 
of the company since 1980. 

Bruno, Backlund, Hogan, Savage, Warrior, 
Michaels, Bret, Austin. Finkel has introduced them all. 

But he wasn't prepared for what happened on the 
night of SummerSlam ’98. During the live Sunday 
Night Heat before the pay-per-view, an angry Jeff 
Jarrett wanted to send a message to X-Pac, his oppo- 
nent in a hair vs. hair match to be held later that night. 
For no good reason, “Double-J” and Southern Justice 
decided to shave the head of Finkel. But X-Pac got 
revenge when, with Finkel in his corner, he defeated 
Jarrett in their match. 

Editor-in-Chief Dave Lenker recently sat down with 
“The Fink” to discuss what happened at Summer- 
Slam and a number of other topics. 
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Q: 


First of all, Howard, I’d like to 
thank you for agreeing to do this 
interview. I think people are inter- 
ested in what the deal is with you 
and DX. 


: My pleasure, Dave. I guess it is 


an unusual story. 


: Everyone saw what happened 


with “Double-J” leading up to 
SummerSlam. He and Southern 
Justice shaved the head of a cam- 
era man on Raw six days before 
SummerSlam when they didn’t 
like the way he was filming them. 
Then they made it clear they were 
going to do the same to one more 
person before the match with X- 
Pac. Why do you think they 
picked you? 


: I was just minding my own 


business when they showed up. 
There was absolutely no provo- 
cation on my part. There was no 
warning. They tackled me from 
behind and just went to town on 
me. I guess I was in the wrong 


Q: 


A: 


place at the wrong time. I was 
an easy target for them. What 
chance did I have? 

What happened between the time 
you had your head and mustache 
shaved and the beginning of the 
Jarrett-X-Pac match? 

Well, I’ve been a fan of De- 
Generation X for a while, even 
though I never take sides in any 
matches. I was pretty hurt and 
distraught over what had hap- 
pened. Madison Square Garden 
is like a second home, and my 
night there was ruined. So I was 
walking back to the dressing 
room area to collect my things, 
and I ran into X-Pac. He was 
getting himself psyched up for 
his match and asked me if I was 
okay. He was real angry about 
what they did to me and felt bad 
that Jarrett used me as a pawn 
in their feud. So we talked, and 
he said he wanted to help me 
out. I told him the best way for 


him to do that would be to go 
out and beat Jarrett right in the 
middle of the ring. 


: So for once, you were going to be 


taking sides in a match. 


A: Right. Then he said he wanted 


to make me an honorary mem- 
ber of DX. Billy Gunn and Jesse 
James were around, and they 
were all for it as well. 


: You must have jumped at that 


opportunity. 


A: Actually, I didn’t. Not right 


away. I told X-Pac I didn’t 
think I really fit in with the DX 
image, but he said, “Howard, 
you’re a great guy. You’d fit in 
anywhere.” He insisted that I 
stand in his corner, and I 
couldn’t refuse. 


: You looked pretty good in that 


DX T-shirt and bow tie. 


A: (Laughs) Yeah, I suppose you 


don’t see that look all the time. 


: Were you planning to get physi- 


cally involved in the match? 
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You can just imagine how thrilling it was for Finkel to get a chance to assist in the 
trimming of Jeff Jarrett’s golden locks after X-Pac beat him in a hair vs. hair match. 


A: 


I was just there to offer my sup- 
port to X-Pac, but like Vince 
McMahon says, you never know 
what’s going to happen in the 
WWE. I ended up distracting 
Jarrett at one point, and he got 
a shot in on me, but it was all 
worth it, because we came out 
on top. And then I got to stand 
right there and see “Double-J” 
get his hair cut. 


Q: Do you still consider yourself a 


member of DX today? 


A: No, I was just with DX for the 


night. It was a one-time deal that 
I enjoyed. I know I’m not as cool 
as those guys, but if they need 
my help somewhere down the 
line, I’d support them. Let’s just 
say I know I have friends in DX. 


: A lot of people might not remem- 


ber this, but you actually wrestled 
a few matches back in 1994, when 
you were feuding with Harvey 
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Wippleman. Was that something 
you always dreamed of doing? 


A: I never really thought of myself 


as a wrestler, but that was 
something I just needed to do. 
Harvey came to the WWF in 
1991. Before then, he was kind 
of a big fish in a small pond. But 
he had big aspirations. And for 
some reason, he always felt the 
need to correct me. He’d want 
to be introduced as Dr. Harvey 
Wippleman or Mr. Harvey 
Wippleman. He took a lot of 
pleasure in demeaning me and 
criticizing me. But I’m a profes- 
sional, and that kind of stuff 
doesn’t usually bother me too 
much. The ring announcer has 


Did you ever think you'd see “The 
Fink” doing the DX crotch chop In the 
center of the ring? Okay, so he’s not a 
full-time member, but he knows he has 
friends In the group. 


a very important job to do, but 
the wrestlers are the show, so I 
tried to ignore Harvey. But then 
at WrestleMania X, when he 
was managing Adam Bomb, he 
took it too far. He came out and 
got in my face again, and this 
time, he ripped my tuxedo. That 
was it, I was sick of him show- 
ing me no respect. I don’t know 
whether it was my style of ring 
announcing or what that he 
took exception to in the first 
place, but enough was enough, 
So I challenged him to a tuxedo 
match where the first man to 
rip the other man’s tuxedo off 
would be the winner. We ended 
having a series of them around 
the Northeast, and he only ever 
beat me once, so I think I 
showed him I’m the better man. 


: Tell me about some of your great- 


est memories of your time with 
the WWF. 


: The first thing that comes to 


mind is WrestleMania ITI. 
Stepping into that ring in the 
Pontiac Silverdome with over 
93,000 fans there watching was 
a thrill that you couldn’t under- 
stand unless you were there. It 


Q: 


A: 


was absolutely amazing, just 
unbelievable. You know, [ still 
get butterflies every time I step 
into the ring, and I really had 
them for that show. Ill always 
remember the goosebumps and 
the chills I got that day. After 
that, I’d say whenever I get to 
announce a new champion, 
especially when the WWF title 
changes hands, it’s exciting. 
Everybody tells me they enjoy 
the way I put the emphasis on 
the word “new” when I an- 
nounce a new champion. And 
just the fact that I’ve gotten to 
meet so many wonderful people 
over the years—that’s been 
great. I work for the greatest 
organization in the world. 

Your Madison Square Garden 
debut must have been a special 
night, too. 

No question about it. It was 


January 1977. Bruno Sam- 
martino was wrestling Ken 
Patera that day. That was the 
same day I met Pat Patterson, 
and he has been a great friend 
to me over the years. I remem- 
ber him wrestling Baron Mikel 
Scicluna that night. 


: Since you’ve known Vince 


McMahon for so long, I’m curi- 
ous about what you think of the 
“new” Vince. 


: I’ve never had a problem with 


him personally. He’s the boss, 
and he’s been a wildly success- 
ful entrepreneur, but I wish 
he’d recognize who the people’s 
choice is. I can’t figure out why 
he’s so anti-Steve Austin. 
They’re like oil and water when 
they’re together, but I wish Mr. 
McMahon could find a way to 
mix well with Austin, because I 
think he has a chance to be 


Back in 1995, Finkel was In the middle of a bonafide long-term feud. And he and Harvey Wippleman 


champion for a long time. 


: You’ve been introducing matches 


since 1976. How much longer do 
you want to keep doing it? 


: I think as long as I still have gas 


in my tank and I’m still firing 
on all cylinders, I’ll keep going. 
I love doing what I’m doing. I 
think one of the greatest assets I 
have is the enthusiasm I bring 
to the table. I’m still a huge fan 
of what the WWF does. I think 
we do a real good job of keeping 
up with the times and at the 
same time retaining a sense of 
history. I think it’s important 
that we never forget about all 
the stars who helped make this 
business what it is today. What 
can I say? I love what I do. 


: We all hope you hang around for 


many more years, Howard. 


A: Thanks, Dave. Always a 


pleasure. O 


did more than just arm-wrestle. “The Fink” dominated thelr serles of tuxedo matches. 
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THE WRESTLER PANEL EXAMINE S 


BAM BAM 
BIGELOW © 


Bam Bam Bigelow proved his tough- 

ness to ECW fans in his lmany battles 

with Taz. He has taken a lot of criti- | 

cism from the press over the years, 

but most of our panelists have been { 
impressed by what he has done lately. t 
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CAPT. LOU ALBANO 

“Bam Bam Bigelow is a one big cat, let me tell ya, 
and he can hurt you many different ways. He's 
been doing a lot of brawling lately in ECW, but 
I've seen this guy do moonsaults and flips with 
ease. Those moves aren't real easy to do, you 
know. And, man, that ‘Greetings From Asbury 
Park’ finisher is nasty. Is it any wonder Shane 
Douglas keeps Bigelow around? He's one of the 
most dangerous wrestlers out there. He puts the 
threat in Triple Threat, daddy.” 


Capt. Lou Albano, “The Guiding Light,” has man- 
aged 13 different tag teams to a record 17 WWF 
World tag team titles. 
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FABULOUS MOOLAH 
“When | hear the name Bam Bam Bigelow, only 
one word comes to mind: mean. But | don’t think 
he’s very bright. | mean, anyone can see that the 
only reason Shane Douglas keeps him around in 
The Triple Threat is so he won't have to face him 
in the ring. That’s a simple fact, hon. Bigelow 
should wise up and go back out on his own. He 
shouldn’t settle for playin’ second fiddle to 
Douglas. He's capable of a lot more than that. 
He's proved that on many occasions.” 


Fabulous Moolah, the finest woman wrestler in 
history, held the World title for 28 years. She now 
trains wrestlers in Columbia, South Carolina. 


KILLER KOWALSKI 
“What impresses me the most about Bigelow 
these days is his mean streak. This guy is all busi- 
ness when he’s in the ring, never plays to the 
crowd, never yucks it up with the other wrestlers 
in ECW. Hell, | don’t think I’ve ever even seen 
him crack a smile. But better than that, he never 
let his friendship with Shane Douglas stop him 
from going after the heavyweight title, and when 
Francine interfered, he just wiped her out in a 
hurry, too. You gotta love it.” 


Killer Kowalski, one of the most sadistic rule- 
breakers in the history of the sport, runs a 
wrestling school in Malden, Massachusetts. 


OLE ANDERSON 

“Is there any man in ECW who can control Bam 
Bam Bigelow? | honestly don’t think so. Taz tried 
it and went through the ring for his troubles. Van 
Dam needed Sabu and Bill Alfonso to do it. 
Pound-for-pound, I'll take Bigelow over anybody 
in ECW. Tell me this: Who is going to stop 370 
pounds? Besides his physical edge, Bigelow is a 
veteran, too. He forgot more than most of those 
clowns in ECW will ever know about hardcore 
wrestling.” 


Ole Anderson, a five-time former NWA World tag 
team champion and founding member of The Four 
Horsemen, has been retired for several years. 


HARLEY RACE 

“Bam Bam Bigelow has earned a reputation as 
one of the most ferocious competitors in the histo- 
ry of the sport. Unfortunately, he has also earned 
a reputation as a guy who hasn't made the most 
of his skills. That’s because his career has always 
seemed to lack direction. Bigelow has always pos- 
sessed a wealth of falent, but he never really 
learned to channel it properly. Who knows how 
far he could have gone with a decent manager 
like me quiding his career.” 


Harley Race, an eight-time NWA World champion, 
hg managed top stars like Lex Luger and 
Vader. 


PAUL ORNDORFF 
“| expect big things from Bam Bam Bigelow in the 
future, because he is tray in his element in 


ECW. For the first time in his career, Bigelow 
seems happy, and that means a lot to a wrestler, 
regardless of whether he breaks the rules or not. 
He has also aligned himself with winners and 
established a bond with two of the most accom- 
lished wrestlers in the federation. Let's just hope 
he doesn’t become complacent again. When a 
wrestler becomes complacent, he’s worthless.” 


Former WCW TV and World tag team champ Paul 
Orndorff retired from active competition after suf- 
fering a neck injury in December 1995. 
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ny of long-time friend and NWO Hollywood 
assoclate Curt Hennig, Rick Rude joins 
some lovely new friends In the hot tub on 
WCW’s Brulse Crulse. 


| “adi : 


AHardbolled Haggerty joins fellow wrestling legends Mae Young 
and Fabulous Moolah at a recent reunion in Seattle. Although 
Haggerty Is now a part-time actor, he devotes most of his time to his 
landscaping business. 


- Sa ee - 3 ae 
pen Go ee ee ee ee 


26 The Wrestler 


Aln a rare moment not spent In the compa- 


- oe ‘y 


A That guy In the middie looks just like Nikolal 
Volkoff! The former WWF star and current | 

dent competitor posed with Joe Pesci and Robert 
De Niro lookalikes at a recent sports auction In 
Fairlawn, New Jersey. 


v There were several reasons why Tiger Conway 
Jr. retired from WCW, but these are the two most 
Important: daughters Alsha and Lisa. Conway 
hung up the tights so he could spend more time 
with his family. 


ANo wonder they are no 
longer NWA tag team 
champions. Instead of 
preparing for their next 
match, Rick Morton and 
Robert Gibson decide that 
It'd be more fun to clown 
around with NWA champ 
Dan Severn. 


> Former WWF stars Bret 
Hart and Tammy Lynn 
Sytch were reunited at the 
Wrestlecon ‘98 Expo. 
Sytch has since Joined 
ECW, while Hart has his 
hands full battling Holly- 
wood Hogan. 


VY Taz took a break from the rigors 
of ECW In August to get hardcore 
In a different way—with a new tat- 
too. Here he gets Inked by 
Sayville, New York, tattoo artist 
Kelth Ciaramello. 


AJohnny Valentine was just one of many retired 
greats who greeted fans at the Legends Day con- 
vention In Charleston, South Carolina. The event 
was held In honor of promoter Henry Marcus’ 50th 
year In the sport. 


The Wrestler 27 


DeGeneration X is in his second 
tour of duty with the WWF, but 
this time his attitude is the opposite of 
that of the humble 1-2-3 Kid persona 
fans remember. Maybe a year in the 
NWO toughened him up. 

Actually, X-Pac has always been a 
tough wrestler and a top light heavy- 
weight. As The Lightning Kid, he won 
the Pro Wrestling America light heavy- 
weight title in 1990 (from Matt 
Derringer) and 1991 (from Jerry 
Lynn). He also won the Global 
Wrestling Federation junior heavy- 
weight title twice in 1991 (from Lynn 
and Chaz) before travelling to Japan. 

The Kid made an unimpressive 
WWF debut in 1993, however, drop- 
ping his first match to Louie Spicolli. 
He also lost to mid-carders like Mr. 
Hughes and Doink the Clown, yet 


[= NEWEST MEMBER of 


pulled off one of the greatest upsets in | 


WWF history when he pinned Razor 
Ramon (Scott Hall) on Raw. * 

The 1-2-3 Kid, as he was called 
after his win over Ramon, steadily 
climbed the WWF ranks until he suf- 
fered a back injury against Marty 
Jannetty, with whom he would team to 
win the WWF tag team title from The 
Quebecers on January 10, 1994. 

After the two men lost the belts back 
to The Quebecers a week later, Kid 
returned to singles action and feuded 
with Owen and Bret Hart. In the midst 
of his battles with the Harts, he found 
the time to win the tag belts again, this 
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time with Bob Holly. They defeated 
Bam Bam Bigelow and Tatanka in a 
tournament final at the 1995 Royal 
Rumble, but lost the belts the next night 
to The Smokin’ Gunns. Frustrated by 
his inconsistency, Kid eventually 
sought the managerial guidance ofTed 
DiBiase. Suddenly, everybody's fa- 
vorite underdog was one of the WWF's 
most despised rulebreakers. 

Yet DiBiase’s influence proved inef- 
fective, and once free from his WWF 


contract, he officially joined his friends 
Scott Hall and Kevin Nash in the NWO 
on September 16, 1996. With a new 
name, Syxx, and new attitude, he 
became the NWO’s exclusive cruiser- 
weight star and defeated champion 
Dean Malenko for the cruiserweight 
belt at SuperBrawl VII. But the cumula- 
tive effects of his high-risk wrestling 
style eventually took a toll on Syxx, and 
a neck injury sustained in October 
1997 put him out indefinitely. With his 
chronic injuries, and the professional 
relationship between Eric Bischoff and 
both Nash and Hall deteriorating, Syxx 
became a sacrificial lamb and was 
fired from WCW in March 1998. 

One night after WrestleMania XIV, 
he was introduced on Raw as the 
newest member of DX. He used the 
occasion to rip into Bischoff and WCW 
World champ Hollywood Hogan, 
claiming that Nash and Hall were 
being held hostage by WCW. 

Since his return, X-Pac has been no 
less forgiving to his opponents. He has 
been feuding with Jeff Jarrett, whom he 
beat him in a hair vs. hair match at 
SummerSlam, but most of his energy has 
gone into an ongoing feud between DX 
and The Nation. X-Pac gave DX a very 
brief leg up on The Nation when he beat 
D-Lo Brown for the European title in Sac- 
ramento, California, on September 15. 

Over the course of his eight-year 
career, X-Pac has gone from underdog 
to NWO-ite to WWF European champ to 
the subject of this month’ s “Spotlight.” 


November 1993: The 1-2-3 Kid 
cinches an armbar on Rick 
Martel. Kid galned a lot of confi- 
dence after pinning Razor jj 
Ramon on Raw eight months 
earlier and went on to beat sev- 
eral top WWF stars. 


October 1991: The Lightning Kid 
drops in on Chaz, whom he defeat- 


ed forthe second of his two Global 

Wrestling Federation junior heavy- June 1994: After he and 
weight titles. Kid also won the PWA Bob Holly dropped the tag 
light heavyweight title twice. team belts to The Smokin’ 


Gunns, The Kid took on 
members of the Hart family. 
X-Pac has rekindled his 
feud with Owen during DX’s 
war with The Nation. 


October 1996: The Kid became 
Syxx when he Joined WCW as 
the only crulserweight on the 
NWO roster. He eventually won 
the cruiserweight belt from Dean 
Malenko, then fost it to Chris 
Jericho, his opponent here. 


August 1998»X-Pac and “Double- 
J” are old enemies from X-Pac’s 
first.stint In the WWF. Their feud 
culminated In a hair vs. hairmatch 
at SummerSlam. X-Pac emerged 
with his hair and beard Intact. 


January 1997: Syxx applies his 
“Buzzkiller” on Rey Misterio Jr. 
as his friends Kevin Nash and 
Scott Hall look on. Upon return- 
ing to the WWF, X-Pac contend- 
ed that Hall and Nash were 
being held hostage by their 
contract with WCW. 
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THREE-WAY TITLE MATCHES — 
They Just Don't Make Sense! 


By Harry Burkett 


defending the heavyweight box- 

ing title against Mike Tyson and 
Riddick Bowe simultaneously ... 
and losing it when Tyson knocked 
out Bowe! What if Bobby Fischer 
had been required to play chess 
against two Soviets back in 1972? 
And, since Pete Sampras is so 
good, why doesn’t the USTA allow 


seni EVANDER Holyfield 


MichaelChang ‘and Andre Agassi 
to face him at the same time? 

Sound.ridiculous? Of course: it 
does! 

So; why are we allowing ‘this 
absurd practice to have: an ever- 
increasing. influence in wrestling? 

During the. last few-months, 


WOW and- WWE. officials ‘have’. 


allowed. championships) to. be 
defended in,.an ‘increasing, number 
of three- and: even. four-way 


matches.’ ln: WCW)! Chris Jericho 
was .required'to ‘put the TV-.title: up 
for grabs-in' a three-way mateh 
against Stevie. Ray'and.Chavo 
Guerrero. dre, Thesmatch: went as 
designed;with ’all' threemen bat: 
tling» eachother): Jericho,and 
Stevie vRay\ attacked’: Chavo. 
Chavo and Jericholattacked, Stevie 
Ray: Stevie\Rayanhd|Chavo 
attacked) Jericho. Inthe ‘end: The 
Giant ran: into the ring.and. choke: 


Three men in the ring, one 
title at stake. Is this the way 
wrestling oughta be? We 
don't think so. 


Steve Austin defending 
his title against Kane is 
one thing (above), but 
adding The Undertaker 
to the mix (left) makes 
the match a mess. 
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There's no question that three 

§ in the ring can result in some 
exciting action, but it should 
not result in a championship 
changing hands. 


slammed Stevie Ray, allowing 
Jericho to retain the TV title. 

“The King Of All Loopholes,” 
although he kept the TV belt, was 
livid afterward. “According to the 
NWA wrestling rulebook of 1967, 
the television championship must 
be defended mano a mano—not 
two against one, or three against 
one,” Jericho said incredulously. 
“Jo-Jo Dillon should be im- 
peached for plotting these kinds of 
conspiracies. There’s no way a 
court of law would ever, ever 
uphold that kind of title victory.” 

Jericho makes a valid argu- 
ment. Adding a third opponent 
thoroughly changes the dynamics 
of a match. It’s as if the title has 
been declared vacant prior to 
every match, because the champi- 
on must score the pin or force 
someone to submit if he wants to 
walk out of the ring with his belt. 

In three-way matches, the out- 
come is more dependent upon 
individual personalities and rival- 
ries than skill. If the major federa- 
tions want to create “three-way” 
titles, that’s a different matter 
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entirely. But why are officials tam- 
pering with traditional one-on-one 
competition? 

“The WCW Executive Com- 
mittee is always trying to find cre- 
ative ways to entertain the fans,” 
said J.J. Dillon, the chairman of 
said group. “The three-way sce- 
nario is just another vehicle by 
which we do that. Besides, these 
controversies always arise when 
an innovation is introduced. 
Traditionalists once maintained 
that cage matches or no-disqualifi- 
cation matches were inappropriate 
stipulations when it came to title 
bouts. With the benefit of historical 
hindsight, | think we have found 
that not to be the case. 

“And at one time, almost all title 
bouts were determined in best-of- 
three-falls matches. Today, virtu- 
ally all of WCW’s title matches are 
single-fall contests. These 
changes have enhanced the sport 
over the years and, for that rea- 
son, we will continue to explore 
other avenues of improvement.” 

A four-way stipulation was in 
effect during a recent bout 


between then-WWF World tag 
team champions Steve Austin and 
The Undertaker, Kane and 
Mankind, Rocky Maivia and D-Lo 
Brown, and The New Age Out- 
laws. Maivia and Brown, adhering 
to prematch strategy, targeted 
Jesse James for a pinfall while 
keeping Austin and Undertaker 
out of the ring. 

Would it have been fair if Austin 
and Undertaker had lost the World 
tag team title to The Nation if nei- 
ther of them had been pinned or 
forced to submit? As it turned out, 
Kane choke-slammed Undertaker 
to win the title for himself and 
Mankind. But the question 
remains: Would the result have 
been the same if not for the chaos 
of a four-way tag match? 

Paul Bearer, the former manag- 
er of Kane and Mankind, saw 
nothing wrong with three- or four- 
way stipulations. “Wrestling is 
hell!” he exclaimed. “It doesn’t 
matter how many opponents there 
are! In these kinds of matches, 
everyone has an equal opportuni- 
ty at victory—just like in any one- 


on-one or two-on-two contest. Any 
champion worth his title should be 
prepared for guerrilla warfare at 
any time. If somebody breaks into 
champion’s house, hits him over 
the head with a frying pan, and 
pins him on the kitchen floor, he 
should get the title!” 

It ought to come as no surprise 
that these matches were popular- 
ized in ECW, where many champi- 
onships have changed hands in 
“three-way dances.” The Sandman 
pinned Steve Austin after Austin 
pinned heavyweight champ Mikey 
Whipwreck in a three-way match in 
December 1995. To win his third 
ECW title (August 1997), Shane 
Douglas pinned Sabu in a match 
that also involved Terry Funk. 

The tag belts have changed 
hands in similar fashion. Public 
Enemy defeated then-champs 
Stevie Richards and Raven, along 
with The Gangstas, in October 
1995. Doug Furnas and Phil Lafon 
had been champions for only a 
day last December when they 
were required to defend against 
Chris Candido and Lance Storm 
and Mahoney and Ax! Rotten. 


One-on-one—or, in 
the case of tag teams, | 
two-on-two—competi- 
tion is the only way 
that titles ought to be 
allowed to change 
hands. 


Candido and Storm walked away 
with the belts. 

At least ECW makes its three- 
way matches elimination matches, 


- Undertaker is certainly 
‘+ good enough to win the 
, WWE World title again. But 
if he’s one of three or four 
men battling for the belt at 
the exact same time—well, 
how is that fair? 


so champions either have to be 
pinned or forced to submit at 
some point before they can lose. 

It wasn’t long before the WWF 
and WCW got turned on to the 
three-way match. In early-1996, 
WCW required then-World tag 
team champions Harlem Heat to 
defend their title in three-way 
matches on a regular basis 
against such teams as The Nasty 
Boys, The Road Warriors, and 
The American Males. Earlier this 
year, Diamond Dallas Page’s 
U.S. title was at stake during a 
triangle match against Raven and 
Chris Benoit. Rocky Maivia 
defended the WWF Intercon- 
tinental title against Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley and X-Pac this 
past summer. 

Steve Austin also defended the 
WWF title in several three- and 
four-way matches involving The 
Undertaker, Kane, and Mankind in 
September. “Stone-Cold” had only 
a 25 percent chance of retaining 
the title in those matches. 

That isn’t competition. That's 
called “stacking the deck.” Oo 
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for him? Well... 


By Bryan Ethier 


Cold” Steve Austin thought a 

day after he had cleanly pinned 
The Undertaker at SummerSlam 
to retain the WWF World title. 
How many [butts] do | have to kick 
before that jackass McMahon gets 
the message? 

This was hardly the first time 
Austin had gotten riled up over 
this issue. For a year, he has 


[<: DAMN SICK of this, “Stone- 


freely roamed the WWF like a wolf 
among a pack of blind sheep. 
Vince McMahon, owner of the 
WWF and Austin’s number-one 
enemy, has done everything in his 
power to thaw “Stone-Cold.” He 
has had the rabble-rousing 


Steve Austin easily disposes of 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley. In fact, 
he's easily disposed of just about 
all of his opponents lately! 


“Rattlesnake” arrested; he has 
formed a posse with Pat Pat- 
terson, Sgt. Slaughter, and Gerald 
Brisco in a futile attempt to lynch 
(well, not literally) Austin. All 
efforts to stop “Stone-Cold” have 
come up pathetically short. 
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McMahon has used all his 
power, plus his wellspring of savvy 
and salesmanship, to pit Under- 
taker against Austin in a poor pre- 
tense of a tag team. No luck: The 
pair grabbed a championship and 
survived each other's ill will. 

McMahon has sent both 
Mankind and Kane after Austin. 
Owen Hart, Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley, Chyna, and anyone and 
everyone who could snarl have 
taken runs at Austin on their own. 
They all collapsed under Austin’s 
power like crumbling buildings 
beneath a wrecker’s ball. 

McMahon made Austin fight 
Kane and Undertaker concurrently 
in triple threat matches. Austin 
loss the WWF belt, but only when 
double-teamed him. 

Face it: No matter whom Mc- 
Mahon sends Austin’s way, Austin 
eventually prevails. 

Steve Austin is not a happy 
man ... again. Of course, Austin is 
rarely content. But now he’s suf- 
fering from an advanced case of 
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lethargy. He desperately needs a 
new and challenging foe. 
“Steve Austin is absolutely not 


invincible,” said Ken Shamrock, a 
man who finally got his shot a- 
gainst Austin on Raw in mid-Sept- 
ember. “Il matched him move for 
move and punch for punch before 
The Undertaker and Kane ruined 
my chance to beat him cleanly. | 
want to show the world I’m a bet- 
ter wrestler than him!” 

Brave words. Shamrock, the 
1998 King of the Ring, is one WWF 
wrestler over whom Austin hasn't 
steamrolled. He may wish to battle it 
out with Austin again, but McMahon 
has yet to wave his magic wand to 
arrange such a rematch. 

“| honestly would not expect to 
see Ken Shamrock matches up 
with Austin anytime soon,” con- 
fessed a WWF insider who spoke 
under terms of anonymity. “Ken’s 
a good guy—a talented guy—and 
a hard worker, but McMahon must 
not feel he’s in Austin’s league. 
Personally, | think he might be 
good enough to beat Austin, but 
McMahon doesn’t seem to want 
him as an ally.” 

But who is in Steve Austin’s 
league? That’s become the ques- 
tion of the day among the WWF's 
matchmakers. 


Ken Shamrock ‘Gosalng , 


Maivia) says he wants, 
‘Austin next, but McMahon, | 
doesn’t seem to be at all anx-| - 
lous to get behind him in a 
war with “Stone-Cold.” - 


‘i 
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Most fans hope it will be 
Michaels, but that remains a long- 
shot. They do have a rivalry, of 
course; Austin beat Michaels at 
WrestleMania XIV to win the 
crown. But Michaels was strug- 
gling with a badly injured back, 
and he was far from 100 percent. 
A Michaels-Austin rivalry might be 
good for business, though. Both 
men are exceptionally popular, 
and both provide captivating 
matches. 

So who e/se is left for Austin? 

The Oddities? They can barely 
tie their own shoes. 

X-Pac? A solid wrestler, but he 
comes with baggage in the form of 
DeGeneration X. 

Owen Hart? Certainly a bitter 
relationship. It was Owen, of 
course, who nearly crippled Austin 
with a piledriver. But since that 
incident, Austin has easily put 
Hart in his place. 

Rocky Maivia? Austin totally 
outclassed him when they feuded 
over the I-C belt. 

You can go through the list of 
potential opponents: Edge, Val 
Venis, Billy Gunn, Bart Gunn, 


Ts Vince McMahon about to don the ; 
tights and finally take his feud with 


the ring? It might be the 
alternative left! 
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Annie Get Your Gunn ... forget it. 
No one seems ready to step up 
and challenge Austin. 

Correction: No wrestler is ready 
to step up and challenge Austin. 

There is only one person big 
enough, strong enough, angry 
enough, and powerful enough to 
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bring Steve Austin down: Vince 
McMahon. 

All the signs of a future Austin- 
McMahon in-ring battle are there. 
McMahon knows he has no one 
left to whom he can turn for sup- 
port. It is up to him to finally don 
the tights, climb through the 
ropes, and challenge Austin. Back 
in April, the two enemies were in 
the ring and ready to wrestle each 
other. But Dude Love stopped the 
match before it could get started. 

But things are different now. Six 
months ago, McMahon believed 
that even if he could not personal- 
ly make Steve Austin submit, at 
least he had a cadre of wrestlers 
who could do the job by proxy. 

No more. 

“Vince McMahon must wrestle 
Steve Austin if he wishes to pre- 
serve his company,” said one 
WWF executive. “I would be really 
surprised if it didn’t come to that 
soon. If Austin goes through 
everyone and Vince won't fight 
him, he might just pack his bags 
and go home.” 

Just imagine a WWF sans 
Austin. No beer-guzzling, no dou- 
ble-middle fingers, no mass hyste- 
ria, no fun... 

No WWF. oO 
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| again. He’s not the only one. 


Bret Hart puts the boot to © a 


disappointingly sneaky tac- 
tics by the “Hitman.” DDP 
says he'll never trust Bret 


champion. He could lbea 
great role model. But he 
isn’t. It’s his own fault 
that the fans will 
probably never trust 
him again 
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By Andy Rodriguez 


RET HART KNOWS the 
B iiterence between right 
: and wrong. He always 
has. It was drilled into him by 
his family at a very young age. 
He knows that fighting fair is 
the only way worth fighting. 

He knows it, but he hasn't 
always acted it. 

“I knew that things were 
going to have to change when | 
entered WCW,” Hart said. “If 
they didn’t, I'd have been eaten 
up pretty quickly. So | took con- 
trol of the situation and made 
those changes. | did what | felt | 
had to do. If people don’t like it, 
that’s too bad. I know I’m doing 
the right thing by hanging out 
with Hollywood Hogan. | don't 
_ need to justify what I’ve done to 
anybody.” 

That decision to join Hogan's 
camp—a very questionable 
one, in fact—led to very unfor- 
tunate outcomes. When Hart 
made his WCW debut, most 
fans received him warmly. 
Eventually, though, they caught 
on to his agenda. He had come 
to WCW to win by any means 
necessary. Within a_ few 
months, he was convinced that 
Hogan was one of his best 
friends, that Hogan was looking 
out for his best interests as 
well as his own. 

Okay, for a few weeks, he 
made it look like he was having 
a change of heart. He told peo- 
ple he was beginning to see 
how wrong he was. He told 
other wrestlers that he looked 
back at tapes of him and Hogan 
together and turned red with 
embarrassment. He said he 
wanted one more chance from 
the fans, that he wanted to start 
fresh and emulate Sting, a man 
he truly admired. 

It was, of course, all an elab- 
orate ruse. Sting bought it, 
though, and came to Bret’s res- 
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cue when he was battling Hogan. 
But soon Bret was joining Hogan 
in a vicious two-on-one assault 
on Sting. 

Many of the fans bought it, too, 
and who could blame them? He 
sounded sincere when he said he 
wanted to change. And he only 
formed an alliance with Hogan 
because he was frustrated over the 
lack of progress he was making, 
right? A forgivable offense, no? 

For most wrestlers, it should 
be. But not for Bret Hart. If he ever 
asks the fans for one more 
chance again, forget it. They'll 
never believe he’s speaking from 
the heart. An about getting that 
respect you so desperately crave, 
Bret, forget that, too. Wrestling 
fans might never respect you 
again, no matter what you do. 
Need proof of how sneaky the 
“Hitman” can be? 

Consider some of the tactics he 
used in a series of U.S. title 
matches with Dallas Page only a 
few months ago. In one bout on 
Nitro, the Bret blasted Page with a 
pair of brass knuckles, then some- 
how slipped the knuckles into 
Page’s tights. He watched gleeful- 
ly as referee Nick Patrick disquali- 
fied Page for having the foreign 
object in his possession. 
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And earlier, 

when Hart and 
Page were the 
top two con- 
tenders for the 
vacant U.S. title, 
Hart—or some- 
one else from 
NWO _ Holly- 
wood—blind- 
sided Page in 
the locker room 
before their title 
bout. Page end- 
ed up compet- 
ing that night, 
but the effects 
of the assault 
were much too 
great for him to 
overcome. Bret 
insisted, how- 
ever, that the 
match should 
take place. 

The new Bret 
Hart, ladies and gentlemen. 

Get used to him. He’s not about 
to change. If he says he’s going 
to, he’s probably lying. 

“Watching Bret Hart in those 
matches against DDP was diffi- 
cult,” said WCW broadcaster Mike 
Tenay. “He’s too good an athlete 
to have to resort to those kinds of 


As a member of NWO Hollywood, 

Hart has helped Hollywood Hogans 
in his wars against such foes as” 
Roddy Piper. Will the fans ever for- 

give him for such transgressions 
given what has happened during 

the last few months? 


If Page isn't careful, Hart might 
pull out another pair of brass 


. knuckles. The “Hitman” isn’t afraid 


to use dirty tactics to get a cheap 
win. Fans don’t respect men who 
do things like that all the time. 


tactics, but for some reason, he 
must have thought he needed to. 
And when he first joined NWO 
Hollywood, all those times he 
talked about how much he re- 
spected Sting—I never under- 
stood that. | was certainly encour- 
aged when he broke away from 
Hogan, but now | have a hard time 


figuring out what’s coming next 
from him.” 

Hart's decision to go with NWO 
Hollywood left him with precious 
few supporters. Now it’s hard to 
find anyone outside of that group 
who still genuinely respects him. 
For instance: 

Said Dallas Page: “Everybody 
makes mistakes in this business, 
but I'll never forget everything that 
happened between us. | have a 
hard time respecting someone 
who stooped as low as he did.” 


) 
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Hart still claims to be the best there is, but he 
hasn't been competing that way. He might be 


the best cheater there is, though. 


The “Hitman” has the skills and 
the determination to make it to 
the top again—cleanly. He 
might never realize that. 


Said Sting: “I have less respect 
for him than | have for Hogan. 
That says a lot.” 

Said Roddy Piper: “I challenged 
him to start fighting like a man, 
and | thought | got through to him. 
lf Sting wants to jump him from 
behind in a dark alley somewhere, 
Sting’s got my support.” 

There are plenty of stars in 
wrestling today who break the 
rules and are cheered wildly. 
There are stars who do it and 
leave fans simply shaking their 

heads in disgust. 
Then there is 
Bret. He doesn’t 
just break rules 
and use every 
sneaky, under- 
handed tactic in 
the book. He 
gets a thrill out of 
hurting any wres- 


“, 


tler WCW fans like. And he gets 
an even bigger thrill out of ripping 
into the fans. 

“| hate the guy more than | 
hate any other wrestler in the 
world,” said Jeremy Hedaya, 17, 
of Marietta, Georgia. “] mean, 
I’ve hated him ever since he 
started putting our country down. 
He never apologized for that, and 
now this? I’ll never respect 
someone like him. | hope Hogan 
kicks him out of NWO Hollywood 
and he’s left with no friends 
at all.” 

“There will probably come a 
time when things will look real 
bad for him and he'll need help 
like he’s never needed help in his 
life,” said Page. “I hope guys like 
me and Sting are right here 
watching when that happens. 
We'll have a real good time 
watching him suffer!” 0 
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Con Maivia Climb Back - 
The Holmeley/Chyna Smack’ 
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via made the biggest mistake of his 

— dife then he humiliated Chyna. Five days 
later at SummerSlam, she got the last word. 
Now Maivia is fighting to save 

By Oise Aosentiaum his career ... and his pride 


VEN THE HONKY TONK 

Man must have been laugh- 

ing. The longest-reigning 
WWF Intercontinental champion 
of all-time might not have been 
the greatest I-C champion ever, 
but this much is certain: Neither 
was Rocky Maivia. Sure, his title 
reign lasted a good long time: 
Maivia won the belt (by forfeit) in 
December 1997 and didn’t relent 
until SummerSlam '98 on August 
30. But Maivia, whose time as 
champion was marked by few 
clean victories, many more tainted 
victories, and a slew of DQ loss- 
es, went down as ignominiously 
as possible. 

In fact, by the time Maivia was 
finished with the most disgraceful 3 
week in I-C title history, he had ... - 

.. angered Chyna and Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley by turning away 
in disgust after acting as if he was 
going to kiss Chyna. 

.. lost the I-C belt in a ladder 
match at SummerSlam for the 
simple reason that Helmsley’s 
interferer-—Chyna—was better 
than Maivia’s interferer-—Mark 
Henry. a 

. made himself look fool- 42 ~ 
ish by requesting a match f= 
against Chyna. , he 

“Now I've heard every- / 
thing,” Helmsley snarled 
as Chyna shook her head § 
disapprovingly in the 


BEES 0, yee ANSE It's been a rough few months for Rocky Maivia i 


(above), who lost the Intercontinental title to 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley (left) at SummerSlam—all 
because of the interference of Chyna (far left). 
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background. “He wants a match 
against Chyna? He wants to beat 
up a woman? | mean try to beat 
up a woman.” 

Chyna cut off Helmsley before 
he could say more. 

“I'll wrestle him,” Chyna said. 
“V'd kick his [butt]. Then maybe I'd 
go after the belt myself.” 

Helmsley laughed at that last 
remark, and Chyna gave him a 
good-natured elbow to the ribs to 
let him know she was kidding. 
Chyna is Helmsley’s bodyguard. 
She has no intention of engaging 
in Diesel-like oneupmanship by 
pursuing Helmsley’s title. Still, 
Helmsley knows there’s a good 
chance he wouldn't have become 
champion without Chyna ... and 
Maivia knows he was victimized 
by one of the most effective one- 
two punches in WWF history. 

“The best damn Intercontinental 
champion there ever was?” Chyna 
asked hypothetically, referring to 
Maivia’s favorite self-proclama- 
tion. “That’s a laugh. He never 
beat ‘Triple-H’ cleanly. His title 
reign was a joke. He ran from us 
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and every other challenger, but he 
couldn’t run forever. Bottom line: 
Me and ‘Triple-H’ laid the smack 
down on ‘The Rock.” 

Maivia has nobody to blame for 
this stunning fall but himself. 
Instead of concentrating on 
preparing for the SummerSlam 
match, Maivia took time out from 
his schedule to humiliate Chyna. 
Helmsley and DeGeneration X 
were barricaded in a dressing 
room while Henry restrained 
Chyna. Maivia acted as if he was 
going to kiss Chyna, but turned 
away in disgust at the last 
moment. Maivia ordered Henry to 
kiss her, but Shawn Michaels 
stormed the ring and attacked 
Henry with a chair before he could 
do so. 


{ ; 
as gone to bru- 
tal extremes against 
“Triple-H,” but to no © 
avail; he’s not the Inter-_ 
continental champion 
now, and he might be 
wondering If he'll ever 
get the belt back again. | 


| | 


= Maivia hi 


“The Rock” sends Helm- / 
sley up and over—but 
It's “Triple-H” who land- 
ed higher In the WWF 
ratings as the summer 
drew to a close. 


Helmsley was enraged over 
Maivia’s despicable actions. 
Chyna wanted nothing more than 
to get a piece of Maivia, and she 
did. She interfered several times 
in the SummerSlam match and 
was directly responsible for 
Helmsley's victory. As Maivia 
climbed the ladder and reached 
for the belt, Chyna interfered and 
nailed Maivia with a low blow, top- 
pling him to the canvas. Helmsley 
easily climbed the ladder and 
retrieved the belt for the win as 
Maivia painfully looked on. 

“That piece of trash interfered 
again!” Maivia complained, con- 
veniently forgetting that Henry 
also interfered by tossing white 
powder at. Helmsley. “She's 
always getting in the way. Give 
‘The Rock’ one match against 
Helmsley without Chyna at ring- 
side, and | guaran-damn-tee he 
won't get up from the ‘Rock 
Bottom.’ What kind of man runs 
behind a woman when he’s in 
trouble? What kind of man has a 
woman for a bodyguard? Not ‘The 
Rock.’ ‘The Rock’ doesn't need a 
bodyguard. But if it takes all of 
The Nation to destroy Helmsley 
and Chyna, then that’s what's 
gonna have to happen.” 

Maivia is clearly at a personal 
low. Petitioning WWF Com- 
missioner Sgt. Slaughter for a 
match against Chyna was clearly 
the act of a desperate man. 
Slaughter delayed his decision, 
saying it could take months to 
arrange such a mixed match, 
even if the WWF wanted to hold 
one. According to WWF insiders, 
however, Slaughter delayed the 
decision because he wanted to 
make certain Maivia was serious 
in his demands. 

“Let’s face it, Rocky Maivia 
would be putting his career on the 
line in a match against Chyna,” 
said a WWF insider. “It's unlikely 
he would lose, but if he did, he’d 
never get over it. He’d be totally 
humiliated. And if he won, every- 
body would say, ‘Big deal. You 
beat a woman.’ I’m sure Chyna 


wouldn’t mind wrestling Maivia. 
He’s at such a psychological low, 
she might even have a chance 
against him. At least she’d see it 
that way.” 

Maivia needs to regroup, and 
he finally seems to realize that. 
Just weeks after SummerSlam, 
he took on and beat Kane with 
the help of Mankind. The fans 
actually cheered for him when he 
delivered the “People’s Elbow” on 
Kane. That same night, he saved 
Mankind from an attack by Kane 
and The Undertaker. Again the 
fans cheered him. Was this the 
beginning of “The Rock's” trans- 
formation into a fan favorite? 


Perhaps, but those close to 
him say he still talks about what 
Chyna and “Triple-H” did to him 
all the time. 

For his own good, he must 
somehow ignore Chyna and make 
regaining the belt his only priority. 
The old saying that you have to 
hit rock bottom before working 
your way back to the top might be 
true in this case. Maivia suffered 
the ultimate humiliation, and he's 
still letting his emotions get the 
best of him. 

Each time Chyna and Helmsley 
goad him, Maivia reacts. And as 
long he keeps reacting, they will 
have the upper hand. O 
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Tod Gordon and 

his group of 

former ECW stars 

were despicable 

enough before 

they brought 

Eddie Gilbert’s 

memory into 

their feud with 

NWA promoter Dennis Coraluzzo. How low have 
they sunk now? The actions of Missy Hyait, 
who was once Eddie’s wife, tell it all 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


a group of men so despica- 

ble they make NWO 
Hollywood and The Nation seem 
like decent guys. At least Eric 
Bischoff has never sunk so low as 
to bring a dead man into a feud. 
At least Mark Henry has never 
desecrated the dearly departed. 

What makes it worse is the ex- 
wife, of all people. The ex-wife— 
who once loved the man they’re 
desecrating, who walked down the 
aisle with him and exchanged 
sacred vows with him—is in for a 
piece of the action, too. 

There is no limit to how low Tod 
Gordon and his group of former 
ECW stars are willing to sink in 
their feud with NWA Cham- 


Tee ARE GRAVEDIGGERS, 


Tod Gordon attacks Doug 
Gilbert during Doug’s match 
with Stevie Richards. Gordon 
dressed in “Hot Stuff” cloth- 
ing—which many say is an 
insult to the late “Hot Stuff” 
Eddie Gilbert (far left). 


pionship Wrestling America pro- 
moter Dennis Coraluzzo and 
Doug Gilbert. 

So low ... so low. 

Gordon, the former ECW 
commissioner, was one of five 
masked men who invaded NWA 
Championship Wrestling Amer- 
ica in late-June. A month later, 
at an NWA card in Mount Holly, 
New Jersey, Gordon appeared 
with Stevie Richards, 911, The 
Pit Bulls, Kimona, Brian Lee, 
Rocco Rock, and Gordon. They 
were uninvited guests. Gordon 
struck Coraluzzo with a chair, 
then struck Coraluzzo’s teenage 
son, Mare. 

But the former ECWers weren't 
through for the night. Gordon ran 
to the dressing room and pulled 
on an Eddie Gilbert ring jacket 
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Gilbert would rather deal with 
Richards than have to contend 
with Gordon and his goons 
using the memory of his broth- 
er tovtry to win a feud. 


group. But it’s not 
Gilbert at all—it’s a revolti 
insult. 

“| know what they’re doing,” 
Doug Gilbert said. “They're trying 
to get back at me by dirtying the 
memory of my brother. But | was 
always taught to believe there 
were certain lines in wrestling that 
you didn’t cross. You never try to 
kill your opponent. And you don’t 
bring a dead person into a feud. 
You never get that personal. The 
thing that hurts me the most, and 
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ure hurts Eddie the most, 


wherever he’s watching this from, 
thaieMissy got involved with 


unch. That’s the lowest 


36q,)Missy Hyatt, former wife 
8 Gilbert, found her ticket 
fio the wrestling world by 
ordon’s despicable 
ks Eddie would 
is kind of tac- 
ho knew Eddie 

true at all. 
© sit here and 
ddie would have 
explained. “It's 
ak for my broth- 
5 rest in peace. But 
appointed. | know 
ved Missy at one 
ved him. For a 
All I'm saying is 
uld be between 
r e and Dennis. 
doesnt have anything to do 
eave him out of it.” 
s like a reasonable 
Ge and his men 
kably successful 


Stevie Richards defeated GilBé 
for the NWA National title. And 
911—wrestling as a light heavy- 
weight even though he weighs 
close to 310 pounds—beat Ace 
Darling for the light heavyweight 
title. A supposedly blind official, 
you see, claimed he weighed 911 
in at 217 pounds. 

“This is absolute domination, 
plain and simple,” Gordon 
crowed. “We came, we saw, we 
conquered, and we’re still con- 
quering. Hot Stuff and Hyatt 
International lives again, but 
this time it’s bigger and better 
than ever! You know why 
Missy latched on with us? 
Because she knows that 
this time, it’s the real thing. 
It really is hot stuff! She’s 

tired of hanging around 
with losers. She wants to 
be with winners.” 

Whether that’s true is impos- 


sible to discern, because Hyatt 
refused to be interviewed for this 
story. A source close to the situa- 
tion said Hyatt at first hesitated 
when offered a chance to join 
Gordon’s group, then “decided to 
go for it because she saw the 
money might be good.” 

Ironically, the furor over Hot 
Stuff and Hyatt International has 
overshadowed its significant 
accomplishments. Hot Stuff and 
Hyatt International—and we 
use the term for identification pur- 
poses only—has done what The 
Outsiders couldn’t do in WCW: 
invade and conquer. They’ve 
made the NWA Championship 


Wrestling America stars look 
pretty bad and woefully over- 
matched—at least for now. 

“| don’t know about that,” 
Coraluzzo said. “We’ll see how 
long they stay on top. | got a lot of 
faith in my guys. 

“But that’s not what this is all 
about,” Coraluzzo added. “It’s 
about a shameful display by a 
group of men who have no 
respect for a great wrestler who 
died well before his time. My heart 
breaks for Doug Gilbert and his 
family. Something like this 
shouldn't be allowed to happen. 
And, | assure you, we're doing our 
best to put an end to it.” O 
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YOUR LETTERS 


(Continued from page 5) 


Ric Flair and Chris Benoit were reunited as members of The Four Horsemen on 
Nitro in September, but Jennifer Deutsch says the return of Flair, who settled his 
legal problems with WCW, stole the show. 


hangs out in the bleachers enough 
for you people? The last thing we 
need is another Sting. 

To top that off, Warrior is also 
trying to put together his own 
gang, One Warrior Nation—a bla- 
tant ripoff of the New World Order. 
And didn’t he and Hogan feud 
about 10 years ago in the WWF? 
Is it me, or does this guy make 
absolutely no sense when he picks 
up a microphone? He talks and 
talks and talks, but doesn’t say 
anything. Maybe only _ his 
“Warriors” know what this guy is 
talking about. We are approaching 
the year 2000, yet Warrior seems 
to be stuck in the 1980s. 

MICHAEL JARVIS 
Lubbock, TX 


SHOWSTOPPER 


I've seen some memorable 
things in the 30 years I've watched 


professional wrestling, but nothing 
comes close to the ovation Ric 
Flair received upon his return to 
WCW in September. The “Nature 
Boy” stole the show! No offense to 
Arn Anderson, Dean Malenko, 
Chris Benoit, and Steve 
McMichael, but when they called 
Ric out, the Horsemen became 
secondary. 

Of course, the evening was 
almost ruined by Eric Bischoff, but 
Flair put him in his place right 
away. Eric Bischoff represents 
everything that is wrong with the 
world today. | hope we'll see more 
of the “Nature Boy” and less of 
Bischoff from now on. 

JENNIFER DEUTSCH 
Worcester, MAC] 


Send YOUR LETTERS to: 
Box 1148, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


WHAT'S HAPPENING 


WCW cruiserweight champion 
Billy Kidman insists he doesn't 
feel like a “true” champion yet. “Not 
to take anything away from the 
man | defeated for the belt 
[Juventud Guerrera],” he said, 
“put the man | need to beat to feel 
like a complete champion is Rey 
Misterio Jr. Misterio is really the 
consummate cruiserweight. In my 
book, you gauge who you are in 
this division by how you do against 
him. I’m anxious for him to return 
when his injuries heal, and I'd glad- 
ly accept his challenge.” 

Veteran Barry Windham is on 
quite a winning streak. On 
September 19, seven days after 
capturing the NWA tag team belts 
with partner Tully Blanchard, 
Windham won the NWA New 


(Continued from page 7) 


Ernest Miller Is always 
In a bad mood these 
days. He wants re- 

thinks wres- 
tlers are Inferior ath- 
letes compared to mar- 
tlal artists. He says 
he's the Now 
even Doug Dellinger 
can’t stand him. 


England heavy- 
weight title from 
Erich Sbraccia. “I'm 
like a fine wine,” 
Windham said. “As | 
age—and very 
gracefully, | might 
add—l just keep get- 
ting better and bet- 
ter. Steve Austin is 
next on my list. I’ve 
always wanted to be 
WWF World champi- 
on, and | think my 
day has come. I've 


already started 
negotiating with his 
people.” 


In what many 
consider to be a seri- 
ous tactical error, 
Bill Alfonso has 
allowed T Taz to enter into his ECW 
stable, which had previously con- 
sisted of only Sabu and Rob Van 
Dam. Both Sabu and Van Dam 
have hated Taz for years, but they 
all agree that’s in the past. ECW 
heavyweight champion Shane 
Douglas thinks it’s all a ruse on 
Taz’ part. “He’s just trying to get in 
and then strike when they least 
expect it,” Douglas said. “I have a 
hard time believing that a manager 
with so much experience, a guy 
who once managed Taz, is falling 
for this.” 

Ernest Miller is really turning 
people off ... both in the ring and in 
the dressing room area. Doug Del- 
linger, head of security for WCW, 
reports that he has his hands full 
every time Miller is in the building. 


“The guy has really cracked,” 
Dellinger told me. “Used to be a 
nice, very polite, stay-to-himself 
kind of guy. Now he’s breaking 
into meetings. in the executive 
offices backstage, he’s trying to 
goad wresilers into fights in the 
hallways. He thinks he’s a young 
Muhammad Ali with that mouth of 
his. I've had to have him ejected 
from several arenas after his 
matches because he sticks 
around and yells, "|! am the great- 
est! at the top of his lungs. That 
disrupts everyone, from the 
wrestlers to the members of the 
TV crew. The guy better calm 
down or you may see Doug 
Dellinger in the ring trying to shut 
him up!” 

That's what’s happening. I'll see 
you at the matches. O 
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Featuring... 
Kevin Nash 
Bill Goldberg 
Rocky Maivia 
Jacquelyn 
Cactus Jack 
Buff Bagwell 
Owen Hart 
Their fascinating life stories, 
plus incredible photos of their 
lives before wrestling! 


GET TO YOUR 
NEWSSTAND EARLY! 
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MANAL Fp 


4th Series 2-Packs 


$20.00 per set or $75.00 set of 4 
FEATURED MANAGERS 
Paul Bearer & Mankind, Bob Backlund & Sultan 
Clatances Mason & Crush, Sable & Marc Mero “Wildman” 


Tne tram 


— i nae 
— | 


5th Series Tag Team 2 Packs 


$20.00 per set or $75.00 set of 4 
LEGION OF DOOM HEADBANGERS 
NEW BLACK JACKS THE GODWINS 


SLAMMERS ACTION FIGURES SERIES 1 (1998) 


EACH ACTION FIGURE HAS A DEVASTATING FINISHING MOVE AND BONE 
CRUNCHING-ACTION! 


Undertaker (New Outfilt) $10 Goldust $10 Steve Austin (Black Tights) $15 
Bret Hart $10 Mankind $10 Faarooq $10 
Complete set of all 6 Slammer Figuresfor $60.00 Set 


JAKKS LEGENDS SERIES 1 


LEGENDED FIGURES ARE HIGHLY DETAILED 7 INCH TALL BOXED FIGURES 
Choose From. 
ANDRE THE GIANT $25 JIMMY SNUKA $20 FREDDIE BLASSIE $20 
CAPTAIN LOU ALBANO $20 Complete set of all 4 Legend Figures for $80 set 


JAKKS RIPPED AND RUTHLESS 


RIPPED AND RUTHLESS ARE HIGHLY DETAILED 7 INCHES TALL BOXED FIGURES 
Choose From. 
UNDERTAKER $20 MANKIND $20 GOLDUST $20.00 
STEVE AUSTIN $25 Complate set of all 4 Ripped and Ruthless for $80 set 


PAYMENT TERMS: 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC. 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

3 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


ORDERS/QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL 


FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 


CHAMPIONSHIP BELTS FOR WRESTLING FIGURES 
THESE BELTS FIT THE FOLLOWING ACTION 


FIGURES LINES: 
WWF LIN B inch Wrestling Figures trom 1964-1989 
WWF Hasbro 4 inch Sgures trom 1990-1995 
WIVF Jakes 6 inch Figures trom 1996-1997 
WWF Just Toy Bendems § Rgvtres trom 1990 
WCW Galict 4 Inch Figures trom 1990 
WCW San Francisco Toymakers 7 inch Figures trom 1994-1997 
CMLL S inch mexican Wrestlers from 1992 
AWA 5 inch Ramco Wrestling Figures trom 1986 
SERIES 1 


(1990 - 1994) 


WORLD WRESTLING i to 
FEDERATION es 
mei HASBRO 4 INCH ACTION FIGURES y} 
**(all mint in package)’ © WWF HASBRO 4” WRESTLING ACTION FIGURES 
All Figures in This Section are $15.00 each, 
Bret Hart Tatanka #1 
Big Boss Man #1 Big Boss Man #2 
Hacksaw Duggan #1 The Mountie 
LAS. Undertacker #1 
Hacksaw Duggan #2 Bushwacker Butch Buskwacker Luke 
Marty Janetty Headshrinker Fatu Headshrinker Samu 


OTHER WWF HASBRO 4" WRESTLING ACTION FIGURES 
Ulimate Warlor #3 (Purple Trunks) . eae 
Tonk Man $00 


Brutus Beeicake #1 
Berzerker 

El Matador 

Scott Steiner 


Each Belt has a bisck strap with gold medalion 

WE HAVE 3 DIFFERENT KINDS AVAILABLE 

1) World Heavyweight Championship 2) World Tag Team Championship 

3) International Championship 

WE OFFER THEM IN 3 DIFFERENT WAYS: Buy any single belt for $3.00 each 

4 PACK OF BELTS FOR $8.00 contains: 

| World Heavyweight Bolt, 1 Indernatonal Belt, 2 Workd Tag Team Baits 

12 PACK OF BELTS FOR $20.00 contains: 

3 World Heavy weight Belts, 3 international Batts 6 World Tag Team Bats 

SERIES 2 

EACH BELT HAS A BROWN STRAP WITH SILVER MEDALLION, 
We have 4 Different Kinds Available: 

dart 2) (rtercontinental ip, 3) United States 
Light Championship, 2) Championship, 3) 


nD 
EA nets cd tine Winans ab ints 
We have 4 Difierent Kinds Avadable: 
WV . 2) European Championship, 3) Toughman Championship, 4) Al-Japan 


WE OFFER THEM IN 3 DIFFERENT WAYS: Buy any single belt for $3.00 each 
4 PACK OF BELTS FOR $8.00 CONTAINS: 1 of each 
12 PACKS OF BELTS FOR $20.00 CONTAINS; 3 ol each, 


EXTRA SPECIAL DEAL 

40 PACKS OF BELTS for $40.00 

You choose the assortment from any Series 1, Series 2 or Series 3 

(Simply te8 us how many you want of each kind and make sure it totais 40) 

MAKE YOUR OWN 4 PACK - $2.00 set of4 = MAKE YOUR OWN 12 PACK - $20.00 sel of 12 


NEW JAPAN-PRO WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 
, 51/2 Inch 


Action Figures 
By New Japan 
Pro-Wrestling Co 
(1997-1998) 
Finely detailed 5 1/2 inch action figures are inported from Japan and are based on 
Real Japanese Wrestlers of the New Japn Pro-Wrestling Federation. They are mint in 
there original package and each action figure is articulated at the shoulders. Very rare 


limited quantities!! Wew JAPAN PRO WRESTLING FIGURES 

$35.00 each or any 3 for $100.00 or ALL 6 for $180.00 
CHOOSE FROM: Great Muta # 1(Black Pants) « Masahiro Chono 
Riki Chosyu * Great Muta #2 (Red Pants) « K. Sasaki = S_ Hashimoto 


Sot. Sauer 
Randy Savage [King w/ Crown) .. 


Enrthquake 
Hogan #2 (wih Hulkaplex) $30.00 ea. 
Br Bee (Wate Bc. 


Ted Dibiase #1 (Black Sut)... $50.00 ea. 
Geog Valentine 


Razer Ramon (with Purple Vest) — 
Jako the Snake Roberts _ $20.00 ea. 
Ted Didiase (in Green Outi) $20.00 va. 


y WWF HASBRO TAG TEAM 2 PACKS 
WWF Tag Team 2 Packs (2 Haha ferry fe 
The Bushwackers #1 {Luke & Butch) _ a 
The Rockers (Shawn & Marty) — my 


1996/1 997 Wwe BEND-EMS 


Just Toys $7,00 each or (any 4 figures for $25.00 or any 10 for $50.00 
ben are f bendable TUN eM nee ; 


—— hex Beet ___ $7002 Razer Ranon $7 a 


Briish Bulidoy $7008 123K __ $7.00 ea Mabel Me 


Shawn Michasls $7.0) 02. Atmed Jotrecn  $7.00e2  Yokemuns $7.00 a. 


Surry —__ $7.00 ea. Mare Mero. $7.0002 Pacha Sf_ $7.10 a 


$Me Faanog 7.00 ek 


Hert HebnsteyS7. (0 2a 


Rordiy Maivia $7.00 03. Marin _ 


Joma) ___. $7.0 62. Underialer 62 __. $7.00 ea. 


Sa For 5° Band-em figures w/ exclusive Paul Bearer 5° Bend- 
} em figure. The bottom of this ring converts into a carrying 
B case for the Bend-em Wrestling Figures. ..... $25.00 set 


14 INCH TALKING 


UNDERTAKER FIGURE 

(Mint in Box) by Playmates (1997) $50.00 each 

FAMOUS FIGHTS 2 FIGURE PACKS (Just Toys) 
EACH PACK CONTAINS 2 BENDS EM 5-INCH FIGURES THAT ARE 
PACKAGED IN A SPECIAL FAMOUS DISPLAY BOX. 
$10.00 per set or 
All 3 sets for $25 
STEVE AUSTIN VS. BRET HART 


UNDERTAKER VS. MANKIND 
AHMED JOHNSON VS. FAAROOQ 


JAKKS ITEMS 


RAW IS WAR ACTION RING 
WITH 6 MINI FIGURES 


Comes With: Austin Amed, Faaroog, Mankind, 
Golddust, Helmsley $25.00 SET 


WRESTLEMANIA ACTION RING 


WITH 6 MINI FIGURES 
Comes With: Shawn, Bret, Undertaker, Owen, 
Sid, Vader $25.00 SET 


OFFICIAL 


Music 


Hulk Hogan and the Wrestling WWF Tha Music Volume 2 
Boot Band (1985) Contains 15 Oficial 


WWF WRESTLING 
MONSTER RING 
bern bee lib = 3 Theme Songs 


BY JAKKS 
en — 
— 5.00 Cassette version 


(1996) Mint In-Box madie to fit 6° Action Figures ~ $30.00 ea. = 
60 PAGE SCI-Fi AND 36 PAGE WRESTLING 
SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG ie SEND $2.00 
SEND $2.00 FOR ACOPY copy 


All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their 
Copyright Owners. 


3.00 


SHIPPING IS $5.00 PER TOTAL aE 
ORDERS SHIPPED caine DAY RECEIVE! 
ALL ITEMS ARE IN STOCK 


1-401-946-5720 INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED 


1-401-946-8492 


Orders/Questions Call- (401) 946-5720 
FAX (24 Hours) - (401) 946-8492 


VIEW OUR CATALOG ON THE INTERNET - http://www.wrestlingsuperstore.com E-Mail: Nginc' 


OTHER ITEMS WE CARRY IN OUR 
36 PAGE CATALOG 

WWF Wallpaper, WWF 
Inflatable Toys, WWF 
Bandanas, WWF Pogs 
and Slammers, WWF 
Miscellaneous 
Collectibles, Ultimate 
Warrior Comic Books, 


WWF Party Goods, Wrestling Magazines, WCW 


Galoob 1990 Figures, WCW Racing Items, CMLL 
Mexican Wrestling Toys, Original Wrestling Masks, 
Japanese Pro Wrestling Trading Cards - Send $2.00 


FULL HEAD 


2a 
aa 


by Cesar Inc. (1997) 


FULL HEAD MASKS ARE SOFT VINYL 
ANO FIT COMPLETELY OVER THE HEAD 
Bret “Hitman” Hart 

Shawn Nichaels 

Sycho Kid 

Goldust .. 

Undertaker. 

Mankind 


PROFESSIONAL 
WRESTLING TRIVIA 


LEGENDS $15.00 EACH 


WWF WRESTLING TRIVIA 
GAMES 800 QUESTIONS 
BY CARDINAL (1997) 

Test your knowledge to the mat with 
this facinating Irivia game about WWF 
Wrestling. Contains 800 Questions 
covering both old and new WWF 
‘Superstars from the 1970's and 1990's 


WWF CHAMPIONSHIP BELT 


This is a championship belt that 
has gold ridid plastic 
with soft belt strap (1997) 
$19.00 each One Size Fits Al 


WRESTLEMANIA CHAMPIONSHIP 
by LUN Toys (1987) WRESTLING BELTS 


Aurentc replica of the Otficial WWE Ci == 
Wrestlemania Champlonshi| 
Ivan Kolotl, Pedro Morales, and Hulk Hogan. Belt... $20.00 


Nampion 
ship WWF Medallion. Adjustable up to 31” waist 
Each bet lists all former champions before 1987 
Leaping Lanny- 
Wrestling with Rhyme 
by Lanny Poffo 
THIS 172 PAGE BOOK IS DEDICATED TO THE WWF 
WRESTLER, ANNOUNCERS, ARENA, CHARITIES, ETC. 
“FIGURES INC. EXCLUSIVE” 
(With Lanny and Randy Savage's Autograph) 
Own a limited edition copy of this book personally 
autographed by Lanny Poffo and his brother "Randy 
Macho Man Savage” exclusive for Figures Inc. customers 
ONLY $10.00 EACH! 


PAYMENT TERMS: 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC. 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


PHONE NUMBERS: 
ORDERS/QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL 


FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 


Monday-Frida: 8 p.m. EST 
HOURS Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m, 
(EST) Closed Sunday 


WWF T-Shirts ty Tinity Co. 


All T-shirts made from 100% cotton, All shirts come in adult and kid sizes. 


KGS ToBNIMS iscsi 15,00 68. AGU THBPIRE sssnnrsinss 20,00 08, 
Sizes Available Sizes Available 

Kide Medium Kids X-Large Adult Medium Adult X-Large 

Kids Large Adult Large Adult XX-Large 


Undertaker “ 
a 


Undertaker #2 


) 


Bret Hart #2 Psycho Sid #1 


Mare Mero #1 Owen Hart #1 British Bulidog #1 Goldust & Marlena #1 
Marc Mero #1 (Adult only) Goldust & Marlena #1 (Adult Only) 
Legion of Doom #1 (Adult only) Head Bangers #1 (Adul! Only) 


Address: FIGURES Inc. 
P.O. Box 19482, Johnston, RI 02919 


by Advanced Graphics (1996) 
Lifesize Standups are {ull color 
and actual size 


Choose from: Shawn Michaels, The Undertaker, Bret Hart, Diesel 
Note: These are only available to our United States customers. We can not 
send these overseas to other countries due to size of these. For U.S, custom- 
ers, must give street address (no P.O. boxes). 


WWF TRADING CARDS 


by Topps (1987) Each pack contains 9 picture cards... 
sentortortvenigmnsterienrtoniswnstinirnnres $,00 pet pack or 10 packs for $ 
Special Deal - Full tactory box of 36 packs for only $20,00 

WWE Superstars Sticker Packs by Euro Flash 

(made in italy-1991) Each pack contains 6 full color stickers (made for the 
European market) a... $1.00 par pack or 15 packs for $10.00 


Classic WWF Trading Card Boxed Set 
(145 card set) Containing many WWF Superstars like Andre, Hulk, Ul. 
ae $10.00 complete set 
| 0 DLAs Lah 
the a@ baseball card binder that con- 
tains enough plastic sheet card protectors so you can put in the entire 
145 card set 


WWF Action Packed TradingCards Premiere Series 1 
Each pack contains 6 different fully embosed trading cards. These 
are the best type of trading cards made. They look 3-D.Packs ran- 
domly contain: Colossal Crushers Subset cards, 24K Gold Leaf cards, 
Randomly inserted autographed cards of the 

Undertaker and Macho Man Randy Savage. 

PRICES: 


esdbanger Stove Austin 1 
OTHER T-SHIRTS AVILABLE 


Ee 
‘Whoop Ass Stone Cold 


taker Buried Alive Austin- Do Not Trust 


ALL ITEMS ARI 


E IN STOCK 
4-401-946-5720 INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED 


1-401-946-8492 


SHIPPING IS $5.00 PER TOTAL ORDER 
ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED 


$2.00 per pack for $6.00 
10 packs tor $15. 
Complete set of all 42 cards for $20.00 


Complete box of 24 packs for $24.00/set 
WWF PEWTER LAPEL PINS are $5.00 sach or (5 for $20.00) 
Choose from: Stone Cold Skull, Austin 3:16, Shawn Michaels, RIP Urn, 


Raw Is War, Shawn Heart, Ahmed Johnson, Sid, Legion of Doom, Sunny, 
WWF Logo, Vader, RIP Casket, Shawn Heartbreak Kid, Rocky Maivia 


WWF DOG TAGS DOUBLE SIDED with 28 Inch Chain 
Necklace are $10.00 each or (2 for $18.00) 

Choose trom: Stone Cold Austin Skull,Undertaker, Shawn Michaels, 
Marc Mero, Austin 3:16 logo, Legion of Doom, Savio Vega, Flash Funk 


WWF Keychains are $8.00 each or (2 for $15.00) 
Choose from: Bret Hitman Hart, Undertaker RIP Urn, Stone Cold Skull 
and Austin 3:16 logo 


WWF BELT BUCKLES are $20.00 oac' 
Choose from: Austin 3:16 Logo Belt Buckle, 
Stone Cold Stave Austin Skull Belt Buckle 


WWF Stone Cold Skull Desk Clock 
are $30.00 each 


Undertaker + 
Smeal (4-6) - $20.00 0a.; Mechen (2-10) - $20.00 6a.; 
Large (12-14 -$20,00 oa. 
Bret “Hitman” Hart - w/ Jumpsuit & mask Larye (12-14) - $20.00 oa. 
WWF AIR 
FRESHENERS 
Complete set of 4 for $8.00 
Set Includes: Undertaker, Steve Austin, Sable and Shawn Michaels 
WWF BASEBALL HATS 
$20.00 EACH 
1. Austin 3:16 
2. D-Generation X 


GE WRESTLING 
LOG SEND $2.00 
AcOPY 


60 PAGE SCI-FI AND 
SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG 
SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY 


All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their 


Copyright Owners. 


NO HOLDS BARRED 


Then, finally, he spoke. 

Flair has been accused on 
occasion of cutting and pasting 
his famous cliches in long 
speeches. But on that night, he 
proved that he could be fresh, 
original, provocative, and oh-so- 
controversial. In a speech that 
was full of emotion and laced 
with expletives, Flair simply vent- 
ed at his estranged boss. 
Foolishly, Eric Bischoff tried to 
confront the “Nature Boy,” but he 
was rebuked by the fans and 
Flair himself. 

Where it goes from here is any- 
one’s guess. The legal battles 
probably are not over. This could 
turn out to be more of a cease-fire 
than a truce. But both sides recog- 
nized the importance of Flair’s 
presence. As long as he is draw- 
ing breath, he will always draw 
excitement. 

Forget the ratings. Forget the 
legal battles. For one night, the 
fans’ demands were met. Ric Flair, 
a man who reminds many of what 
wrestling used to be like, showed 
us that he is still a major player. 
We're all hoping that he sticks 
around. 

We got Flair. We finally got 
Flair. 

| will confess that | really have 
not written much about Jim 
Duggan since my writing career 
started. Perhaps, like many, | took 
him for granted. He was a wres- 
tling mainstay who played the 
important supporting role while 
others took the spotlight and the 
higher-profile matches. His name 
hasn’t been in many headlines 
since he lost the U.S. title at the 
end of 1994. 

But that is not to say that Jim 
Duggan did not accomplish a lot in 
his career. He most certainly did. 
In addition to that U.S. title reign, 
he was the King of the Ring in the 
WWF in 1989, UWF tag team 
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champ (with Terry 
Taylor) in 1986, Mid- 
South Wrestling North 
American champion in 
1986, and a Mid-South 
tag team titleholder 
(with Magnum T.A.) in 
1983. He also appeared 
in many of the WWF's 
biggest pay-per-views 
of the 1980s. 

Jim Duggan has 
faced all of his battles 
head-on. He won some 
and lost some. But this 
summer, a bigger and 
much more dangerous 
foe loomed. That was 
cancer, specifically a 
tumor that had attached 
to his kidney. He faced 
the grim news with class 
and bravery, which 
shouldn’t have come as 
a big surprise to anyone. 
A heartfelt speech on 
WCW TV brought atten- 
tion to his situation and 
forced us to look at the 
man, not the wrestler. 
He did not ask for any- 
thing but prayers. | am 
sure that he received his 
wish. At press time, Duggan was 
just beginning his recovery from 
successful surgery. His doctors told 
him all the cancerous cells were 
removed and that he won't need to 
undergo chemotherapy or radiation 
treatments. 

A lot of people had been critical 
of Duggan during the last few 
years, but | just want to tell him 
that | appreciate his contribution to 
this great sport. He went from 
tearing up the old Mid-South/UWF 
territory to shining bright in the 
WWF to showing he still had 
something in WCW, and as a 
result, | think he has a solid place 
in wrestling history. If you would 
like to wish Jim Duggan well in his 
recovery, you can write him in 


For more than a decade, Hacksaw Duggan has been 
using his two-by-four to battle some of the most 
vicious men in the sport. Now he has a much more 
serious battle on his hands. 


care of this magazine, and we will 
be sure fo pass your message on 
to him. 

He might never wrestle again 
(though he won't rule out the pos- 
sibility), but | think life is more 
important to Jim, his wife, and his 
children. Wrestling used to be his 
life, but I’m sure he could find 
something else to do and do it 
very well. If Jim is not able to 
return, WCW might make him a 
goodwill ambassador for the orga- 
nization. Funny, | thought he 
already was that. 

With thumbs up, a hearty 
“Hoooooo!”, and a newfound 
appreciation for a courageous vet- 
eran, | wish Hacksaw all the best. 
Get well soon, tough guy. O 


OURS Monday SES 8 a.m.-8 p.m. EST 


Cal - (401) 946-5720 Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
unday 


FAX (24 Hours) - (401) 946-8492 (EST) 


Address: FIGURES Inc. 
P.O, Box 19482, Johnston, RI 02919 


VIEW OUR CATALOG ON THE INTERNET - http://www. ae E-Mail: Figinc@aol.com 
rat WCW MAIN EVENT 
TRADING CARDS 


WCW Main Event 1995 Trading Cards by 

Cardz Inc. These came out in 1995 and contain Hulk Hogan, 
Ric Flair, Macho Man Savage, Arn Anderson, etc. Some packs 
contain randomly inserted autographed cards. 

($2,00 per pack) (10 wae for $10.00) (36 pack box for $25,00) 


neisco ot Complete set of 100 for $20,00A/so Available - Uncut Sheet of 
by Sen Fre Le 50 WCW Cards for $20.00 sheet (great for wall hanging) 


$5.00 each or (any 10 for $45.00) 
(photos are put in a plastic sleeve for protection) 
cl " 


6” WCW WRESTLING FIGURES 


(All figures mint on card) 


Helmsley and China Sable #1 (back shol) 


WWF Full Color 8x10 
Framed Pictures 


$8.00 each or set of 4 for $25 
Choose from: 
Austin, Undertaker, Sunny 
and Shawn D Generation X 


SUPERSIZE STUFFED 
HULK HOGAN DOLLS 
These are Supersize Stutfed Hulk Hogan Dolls 
4 With a plush body with a detailed face. Hulk is 
wearing a “Python Power" bandana. 
2 ‘ie ft. Stulfed Hulk Hogan Doll.....: $25,00 ea. 
3 “eit. Stuffed Hulk Hogan Doll ...... $50.00 ea. 
SPECIAL DEAL: Get Both Hulk Hogans for $70.00 


CMLL MEXICAN WRESTLING 
BUDDIES 18" STUFFED DOLLS 
by Future Toys of Mexico (1993) 
La They are just like the WWF Wrestling Buddies that 
4) were put out a few years back. They stand 18” tall. 
Choose from: $25.” each or (any 2 for $40.%) 
Plerroth or Tinieblas 


NEW 90 MINUTE WRESTLING 


VHS VIDEO BOXED SET 
“THE GLORY DAYS OF WRESTLING - 
The Way It Was 1950's & 1960's" 

6 Fabulous matches containing: Gorgeous George, 
Jesse James, Antonio Rocco, Johnny Valentine, 
Killer Kowalski, Haystacks Calhoun, Nature Boy 

Rogers, Fabulous Kangaroos and more 
$20.00 BOXED VIDEO SET 


WRESTLING MAGAZINE 
GRAB BAG 
Wresting Eye, Wrestling Fury, PWI, Wresting AN Stars, etc (our choice) 


1990s (any 4 for $10.00) 
1980s (any 4 for $10.00) 


WCW SLAM JAM - THE ORIGINAL WCW WRESTLING ALBUM 
Sarge Peuned BODO Te Eh hier caso oe 
Songs included are: “Don't Step to Ron”; “Man gumume 
Called Sting’; ‘Mr. Bang Bang’: “Master of the j ; 
ODT’; Freebird caer “Simply Ravishing’; 
“Johnny B Badd"; "The Natural’; ‘The Dragon”: 
“He's Smokin"; “Steinerized" ! 
Factory sealed by Grand Theft Records (1992) 

Compact Disc version is $15.00 

Cassette Tape version Is $12.00 


4e 


ys She sary s oF 


PAYMENT TERMS: 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC. 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 


Randy "Macho Man” Savage 
Johnny B Badd (silver tights) 

Ric Flair (green tights and boots) .. 
Sting (pink and yellow et 
Hulk Hogan #2 (yellow shirt w/ belt) ... 
Vader #2 (black and red) 


Hs Hogan (Pre- 


ring yellow/red outfit 
(new black and 


pink outfit) ... 


ie We ht erat 
cho age #2 (red/yellow) 
Booker T thorn Harlem Beal) .... 

Stevie Ray (from Harlem Beat) . 

The Giant (black tights) ... 

Complete set of all 10 series 


WCW WRESTLING RING = 


(Mint in box) $40.00 each 
with 4 electronic sounds and 
removable steel cage. Ring 
size is 13 1/2” by 13 1/2” 


RARE Limited Edition“A Figures Inc. Exclusive!" 
$25.00 per set or (any 2 sets for $40.00) 
Choose from: Blue Bloods !!!! 

Harlem Heat (blue outfits) | Nasty Boys (green outfits) 


NWO Hulk Hoga 


WCW MONDAY 
NITRO 1997 
7 1/2” Action Figures 
(w/ vibrating action) 
$10.00 each or complete set 
of 8 for $75.00 
Choose from: 
Hollywood Hogan Kevin Sullivan 


Sting {wi tas) 


SPECIAL TWO FIGURE PACK 
HULK HOGAN & 

DENNIS RODMAN 2PACK 
This is a 2 figure pack that 
includes Hollywood Hogan 
and Dennis Rodman 
$20.00 for set of 2 


SHIPPING IS $5.00 PER TOTAL ORDER 
ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED 


ALL ITEMS 
1-401-946-5720 


1-401-946-8492 


- 


ARE IN STOCK 
INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED 


WCW BELT BUCKLE PLAYSETS 
Kid sized belt buckles styled to look like the real championship bells, 
Opens up to reveal a complete wrestling 

arena with a audience. Each sel contains 

1.5 inch tall figures and a WCW sign 

$12.00 each or (Both Sets for $20.00) 


Vv I ! 
J 
Comes with the Hollywood Hagan and 
Sting with removable steel cage 


ll J 
Comes with Kevin Nash and Scott Hall vs. the Nasty Boys Tag Team 


OTHER WCW CARDS 
Complete set of 161 WCW cards featuring Flair, IRS, Steiner Bros, 
Sting, Freebirds, etc. (1991) $10.00 per set 


“4 @f.28 


BADSTREET U.S.A. T-SHIRTS 
A killer black t-shirt w/ blood red Badstreet logo 100% cotton 
Adult st . $20,00 ea. Adult Large... $20, wy ea 

$20.00 ea. Adult XX- Large. 


Killer white workout t-shirt w/ the Badstreet U.S.A. ed 100% cotton. 
Adult Medium ....... $20.00 ea. Adult Large ............ $20.00 ea 
Adult X-Large ... $20.00 ea. 

Badstreet U.S.A. Black Baseball Cap on......ccsuuss, $16.00 ga. 


“OFF THE STREETS” CASSETTE (1987) 
Featunng Michael Hayes, the Freebirds and the Badsireet Band, produced by dimen 


$22.00 


Papa. A cassette from 1987 by Grand Theft Productions. Greal sounding w/ ff songs 


featuring the hit “Badstreet USA" Factory sealed by Grand Theft Productions (1987) 
CD or Cassette versions are $15.00 each 


BADSTREET U.S.A. - THE VIDEO (1984) 
VHS format will fit any VCR, 2 hour video produced by Jimmy Papa 
professionally shot video. Quality is very good 
THIS 2 HOUR VIDEO INCLUDES 
~ Starts with the ‘actual music video of “Bad Street USA" 
~ Then showes a PM Magazine TV show showing the on location footage during 
filming of the video. 
~ Shows highlights from Texas Stadium Strap Maich Freebirds vs, The Von Enichs in a 
6 man tag team match 
+ Shows Freebirds vs Von Erichs the entire 6 man tag team tile match all 6 wrestlers 
in the fing al orice anything goes, 
~ Shows another 6 man tage team match Freabinds vs. Missinglink, Ackbat and Super 02. 
~ Shows Cindy Lauper with the Freebleds mn the WWF debul 


= Shows Michael Hayes and the Badstreet bands fitst musical concert as he Sings all 


his hits off "Badstreet USA" Album 

~ Shows parts of another Badsiree| concert ftom a 
~ Shows another concert where the Von Enichs 

On stage. 

~ Shows the second video “Boys are back in town" with wrestling mghlighls and shows 
the behind the sosnes taping session 


PRICE $20.00 PER COPY 


Night Cuts 
Which ends in fighting 


60 PAGE SCI-FI AND 36 PAGE WRESTLING 
SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG § CATALOG SEND $2.00 
SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY FOR A COPY 


All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their 


Copyright Owners. 


CORRESPONDENTS REPORTS 


Arena, and although he offered 
Dustin a lot of help and played a 
major role in the outcome, he did 
not leave the ring with Dustin. 
Someone who has been a much 
bigger part of Dustin's life did. 

The fans were squarely behind 
Santana when the match started, 
and they cheered Tito as he went 
after Dustin while he was observing 
a moment of silence in a corner. 
Santana nailed Runnels with a 
quick series of rights and lefts to the 
midsection, then knocked him down 
with a hard right to the jaw. Runnels 
then quickly rolled outside the ring, 
but Santana followed him and 
rammed his head into the timekeep- 
er’s table. At that point, Glitter man- 
aged to distract Santana, so Tito 
turned his attention to the manager. 

That proved to be a big mistake, 
as Runnels attacked him from 
behind and smashed his head into 
the timekeeper’s table. When the 
action returned to the ring, Runnels 
maintained his advantage by whip- 
ping Santana hard into the corner. 
As Santana grabbed his back in 
pain, Runnels stomped him with his 
cowboy boots. Runnels then applied 
a tight chinlock, and Santana 
worked his way back to his feet. 

Once back on his feet, Santana 
nailed Runnels with several hard 
elbows to the stomach to get free. 
Santana then bounced off the ropes 
and caught Runnels with a flying 
tackle. Luckily for Runnels, he was 
close to the ropes, so Glitter was 
able to grab his leg and drape it 
over the bottom rope. The referee 
noticed Runnels’ foot on the rope 
and ordered the match to continue. 
As Santana argued with Glitter, 
though, Runnels rolled up his oppo- 
nent and got the three-count. 

After the match, Marlena, Dus- 
tin's wife, came to the ring and con- 
fronted Glitter. She argued with him 
outside the ring as Runnels 
watched from inside the ropes. 
Marlena responded to Glitter’s 
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insults by slapping 
the manager across 
the face. Humiliated, 
Glitter demanded 
that Runnels make a 
choice: Either leave 
the ring with him or 
leave with Marlena. 
To the cheers of the 
fans, Runnels chose 
Marlena. Dustin and 
Marlena talked brief- 
ly, then embraced in 
the ring and left the 
building together. 

In other bouts: 
Jimmy Snuka pinned 
King Kong Bundy 
(managed by Jimmy 
the Geek) ... Nikolai 
Volkoff pinned The 
Mad Russian 
John Rambo beat 
Lumberjack Jake Molson in a lad- 
der match to win the WSWF heavy- 
weight title ... Johnny Glitter pinned 
WTPA deejay Randy “Rock” 
Johnson in a hair vs. hair match 
(Jim Cornette was special referee) 
... Chippin’ Dale pinned Perfect 
Creation ... WSWF tag team cham- 
pions The Grungers defeated The 
Love Connection Vincent 
Goodnite upset The Hungarian 
Barbarian. 


Warwick, RI (Correspondent— 
Lindsay Ryan): The feud between 
DeGeneration X and The Nation 
has really escalated in recent 
months. Their battle for control of 
the WWF continued during this 
match between Jesse James and 
Billy Gunn and Rocky Maivia and 
D-Lo Brown. 

James and Gunn brought newly 
crowned Intercontinental champ 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley and Chyna 
to the ring with them. Former I-C 
champ Maivia, D-Lo, and Mark 
Henry, who was also at ringside for 
the match, weren’t at all happy 
about that. They also didn’t appreci- 


Rocky Maivia and D-Lo Brown look tough and talk tough 
before tag team matches, but they appeared to be a little 
off once the bell rang to start a recent match they had 
* with The New Age Outlaws in Rhode Island. 


ate Helmsley mooning them before 
the match started. 

Although both teams had strong 
backup, the match was free of out- 
side interference. Both teams held 
the advantage several times 
throughout the match, but James 
and Gunn gained the mental 
advantage as the crowd was cheer- 
ing for them the entire match. It 
broke down into a four-man brawl 
only a few times. In the end, it was 
Gunn getting the clean pin on D-Lo. 

In other bouts: The Headbangers 
defeated Brian Christopher & Scott 
Taylor ... Giant Silva pinned Shawn 
Stasiak ... Bradshaw defeated 
Darren Drozdov ... Val Venis 
defeated Marc Mero ... Luna 
Vachon pinned Jacquelyn ... Ken 
Shamrock beat Mark Henry by sub- 
mission ... Southern Justice beat 
Faarooq & 2 Cold Scorpio ... Vader 
beat Kane by disqualification. oO 


© 


: “I have a question for 


: “Well, 


YOU ASKED US 
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Shamrock or any- 
body else. Ken can 
still count on me to 
watch his back, but 
from now on, when- 
ever he strikes Steve 
Blackman, I strike 
back.” 


Tammy Lynn Sytch: 
Tammy, what do you 
think Lance Storm is 
trying to accomplish by 
bringing Dawn Marie 
to ECW?”—Megan 
Manus, Levittown, PA 
everybody 
knows that Lance is 
a jealous little boy,” 
Tammy replied. “Ey- 
erybody knows how 
bad he wants me. But 
everybody knows 
that I’m with Chris 
Candido. So bringing her to 
ECW and naming her after me 
is Lance’s way of getting back 
at me for staying with Chris ... 
as if I would ever leave Chris 
for him. Plus, he’s still smart- 
ing from all the times I proved 
to the world what an idiot he 
is. I embarrassed him at Living 
Dangerously when I smashed 
his face with that cookie sheet, 
and I embarrassed him at 
Heatwave ’98 when I grabbed 
his butt. So now he wants to 
embarrass me. Well, they can 
put me down all they want. 
The bottom line is that I left 
that tramp of his laying on the 
floor of the ECW Arena in 
nothing but her underwear. 
Believe me, after that sight, 
those two could never embar- 
rass me.” 

“T have a question for Wrath: Why 
did you and Mortis, who later 
became known as Kanyon, break 
up? You guys were my favorite 


Lance Storm and Dawn Marie make for an interest- 
ing ECW couple. Well, Tammy Lynn Sytch wouldn't 
agree with that. She thinks their attempts to embar- 
rass her and Chris Candido will prove fruitless. 


tag team in WCW.”—Shelly 
Lupoldt, Montreal, Quebec 

“Basically, it was Kanyon’s self- 
ishness and stupidity that 
caused the split,” Wrath 
explained, “For a few months, 
James Vandenberg and I tried 
our best to make a serious run 
at the WCW tag team title, but 
Kanyon was more interested in 
joining Raven’s Flock. Why 
anyone would suck up to that 
loser is beyond me, but that’s 
when he started missing work- 
outs and skipping strategy ses- 
sions. At one point he disap- 
peared, but then he began show- 
ing up on Nitro dressed as a ven- 
dor or a security guard. By that 
time, both James and I knew the 
team was a thing of the past. If 
I’m going to make a name for 
myself in WCW now, it will be 
as a singles star.” O 


Did you ever wonder how YOU 
could get into Pro Wrestling? 
Maybe as a valet, manager or even a wrestler? 
Or in one of MANY non-wrestling positions? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
“MORE” ABOUT WRESTLING? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know 
to enter the exciting world of Pro Wrestling! This 
very insightful new 1998 Edition is written by two 
active professionals in the wrestling business who 
have worked for every major wrestling association 
including WCW and the WWF! You are advised 
what to do, where to write, how to act, what to say, 
how to get various jobs, what your chances are — 
and how to better those odds! Explains many “in- 
side” things you never knew, but need to know! 

* Details over 50 different jobs possible in pro wrestling! 
* Lists addresses of U.S, promotions and best wresting 
schools + Tels you where to order boots, = 
tights, etc, in U.S. and U.K. * Charge i! 
NEW updated information! 

1998 Inside Secrets on How 
YOU Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 

Price of 1998 Edition is only $15, incl. postage! 
Add $5 s/h outside U.S. - Send Visa, MasterCard, 
Money Order or cash for quickest shipment! 


FINALLY A 100% SAFE AND EFFECTIVE 
MEANS OF BOOSTING HUMAN GROWTH 


Specially formwiated aatural growth stimulant “BOOSTED” 

with Phenylalanine aed Valine, (The two most important 

amino acid putrients found in rare foods such a1 octopus 

and squid, which we rarely receive « proper supplement of!), ries! 
which have been proven to increase and even speed up the 

human growth process. 


* Tam oaly ears old, may pareuts are both 5'6” and I just passed the 
dha fest tatehe Cen? nave Whats ehklog asx grote Tan tee 
it's got to be something! Mate nein wer Sek fer See 
G. BARBO; 


years bow, IZA — BOSTON,MA 
* Thave noticed an increase in my height over the last year and { 
have not grown since high school, J. GARCIA ~ DALLAS,TX 
* [have been taking your GROWTH BOOSTER for s year new 
and I think I have actually growg taller in the last several 

rea abate ELI eemmenhonr laine ray 

ksown about it before!) M. PETERSEN — VENICE, FL 


ONE BOTTLE 


ONE BOTTLE! 
—_ FREE REPORT 


ruipie 
£i L ORDER 


100 NEW STATE HGWY. SUITE 292-B 


RAYNHAM,MA 02767 
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Don't miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER. Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world today. 
Supplies are limited. Don't delay—order today! 


Dec. 1978: The Injury Andre The Giant Must 
Keep Secret. Also: Victor Rivera, Brisco-Spoiler, 


Heenan’ & Bockwinkel, Tully Blanchard, Mulligan, 


Dino Bravo, D. Funk-Race, Rocky Johnson 
March 1979: Backlund vs. Ladd: Did Bruno's 
“Interference” Cost Ladd The WWWF Title? 
Also: Angelo Mosca, Dick Murdoch, Peter 
Malvia, Bob Orton Jr., Bocxwinkel-Rhodes, 
Brisco-Race, Crusher Blackwell, Lewin-T. Funk 
May 1979: Paul Jones-Rick Steamboat Faud: 
Who Is Really To Blame? Also: Valiants, Jack 
Brisco, Lany Hennig, Johnson-King, Lanza- 
Mulligan, Chiet Jay Strongbow, Snuka-Patera. 
duly 1979: Ernie Ladd’s Claim: “Mr. Wrestling 
1 Uses A Loaded Mask!” Also; Backlund-Race, 
Andre-Baker, Bruno Sammartino, Nick 
Bockwirikel, Dick Slater, Sonny King, Valiants, 
Stan Hanser 

Sept. 1979: A New—And Deadly—Faud For 
Rick Steamboat. Also: Roddy Piper, Superstar 
Graham, Backiund-Brower, Cyclone Negro, Greg 
Gagne, The Bruiser-Brody, Dino Bravo, Mil 
Mascaras, Hussein Arab. 

March 1980: Bruno Sammartino; “I Know The 
Secret That Could End Bob Backlund’s Reign!” 
Also: Ric Flair, Andre-Brody, Blackjack Mulligan, 
Bobby Haenan, Murdoch-Race, Mr, Wrestling 1, 
Nick Bockwinkal, 

April 1980; Did Ken Patera Destroy Dusty 
Rhodes’ Bionic Elbow? Also: Teny Funk, Kevin 
Von Erich, DiBlase-Backlund, Bockwinkel & 
Heanan, Baba-Rave, Mr. Wrestling If, 
Youngblood & Steamboat 

Aug. 1980: The Reign 01 Bloodshed Begins: 
Stevens & Valentine Win The NWA Tag Team 
Title! Also: Kerry Von Erich, Backlund & 
Skaaland, Nick Bockwinkel, Zbyszko-Bruno, 
Kelm-Muraco, Samoans, Wrestling tI-4dol 

Jung 1981; Bruno Sammartino: “| Want To Sreak 
Stan Hansen's Neck!" Also: Ted DiBiase, Garea & 
Martel, Mike Graham, Mongolian Stomper, Piper- 
Superstar, Verne Gagne, Tommy Rich 

Sept. 1980: Why Emile Ladd Says ... “I'm Tired 
Of Being Your King.” Also: Rick Steamboat 
Mad Dog Vachon, Bugsy McGraw, Patera- 
Patterson, Manny Femandaz, Bob Backlund. 
Grog Gagne, Mike Sharpe. 

Oct. 1980; Kevin Von Erich Wins The Missouri 
Title From Kevin Von Erich! Also: Mr. Wrestling 
ll, Pedro Morales, Superstar Graham, Dusty 
Rhodes, Idol-Race, Rick McGraw. 

Feb. 1981: Larry Zbyszko's Claim: “Tony Garea 
Bagged Me Not To Hurt Him!" Also: The 
Grappler, Race-Patera, Hussein Arab, 
Humpardink-Ahodes, Gilberts, Mr. Wrestling | 
Bravo-Bockwinkél 

Jan, 1982: Rich vs, Masked Superstar: Can 
Tommy Rich Survive As Georgia's Last Hero? 
Also: Kiwis, Bockwinkel-Atlas, Mascaras- 
Steamboat, Sullivan-Taylor, Bruno Sammartino 
March 1982: U.S. Champlon Slaughter vs. 
Former NWA Champion Race: How Harley 
Race’s Attempt To Win An “Easy” Title Ended 
tn Disaster, Also: Jimmy Snuka, Flalt-Idol, Steve 
Keim, Steamboat-Patterson, Fuji-Albano-Saito, 
Bruno Sammartino Jr, Bruiser-Sullivan 

Aug. 1982: Wick Bockwinkel: “Tommy Rich Is 
Too Stupid To Be Champion!” Also: Putski- 
Adonis, Blackjack Mulligan Jr., Roddy Piper, 
Rick Stearibeat, Lawlar-Kautman, Mike Graham. 
April 1982: How Jack Brisco Controls Ric 
Flair’s Champlonship Destiny. Also: Tito 
Santana, Valenting-Atlas, Bob Roop, 
Armstrongs, John Studd, Eric Embry 

Juno 1982: Ric Flair vs, Rick Steamboat: How 
The NWA Belt Strangled Wrestling’s Greatest 
Friendship. Also: Piper-Armstrong, Hussein 
Arab, Bruno Sammartino, Adonis & Ventura, 
Butch Reed, 

duly 1982: Harley Race—His Destiny Is In The 
Hands Of Tommy Rich. Also: Rick Steamboat. 
Chief Jay Strongbow, Buzz Sawyer, Ric Fair, 
Roddy Piper, 

Sept. 1982: Dusty Rhodes Returns To Florida; 
The Tragic Comeback That Should Not Have 
Happened. Also; Manny Femandez, Ammstrong- 
Piper, Blassie-Mulligan, Japan, Bockwinkel- 


Hogan 

Dec. 1982: Morales vs, Sauka: Does Pedro 
Deserve To Be Intercontinental Champion? 
Also: Bob Orton Jr. Kamala, Rich & Rhodes, 
Barry Windham, Ted DiBiase, JYD-Bockwinkel 
Oliver Humperdink 

Feb. 1963: Exclusive Coverage: Nick 
Bockwinkel Regains The AWA Title From Otto 
Wanz. Also: Backlund-Graham, Rich-Sawyer, 
Barry Windham, Martel & Garea, McDaniel & 
Piper, Kamala 

May 1983: What Will Happen When The 
Samoans Become Too Smart For Capt. Lou 
Albano? Also: Tommy Aleh, Tarry Alen, Eddie 
Gilbert, Kerry-Raee, Ladd & Phodes. Ralr- 
Omdortt 

June 1983; Flair-Windham Match Sputs 
Controversy: Should The NWA Champion Be 
Allowed To Choose His Challangers? Also: Ivan 
Kolotf, Bruiser Brody, Kerry. Von Erich, Andre- 
Kamala, Brazil-Valenting, Gagrves-Martal 

July 1983; Ric Fialr, "| Wrestle The Men 
Backlund Is Atraid 01,” Also. Putski-Adanis, 
Kavin Sullivan, Bob Roop, Martel-Heenan 
Sept. 1983: Nick Bockwinkel Forces Hulk 
Hogan Into Exile: And Only The Fans Can Bring 
Him Back. Also: Bnsoos, Blackwall-Kerry-Race, 
Paul Ellering, Mulligan & Windham 

Nov. 1983: Target—Hariey Race! Can Dusty 
Rhodes Fulfill His American Drewm A Third 
Time? Also; Rick Rude, Rolundo-Kabuki, Gagne 
& Brunzell, Tito Santana, Von Erichs-Freabirds. 
Dec, 1983: The Night The AWA World Title 
Was Stolen From Mii Mascaras. Also: Roddy 
Piper, Larry Zbyszko, Dino Bravo, Fatulous 
Ones, Garin & Sunshine. 

March 1984: ts Tito Santana Trying To 
Blackmail The WWF? Also: Wayne & Sawyer 
Hogan-Race, David Von Eviciy. Jesse Ventura 
June 1984: David Von Erich—We'll Never 
Forget You. Also: Billy dick, Flalr-Race, 
Bockwinkal-Bravo, Brickhouse Brown 

Aug. 1984; Garvin vs. Roberts: “Hands Of 
Stone" Crushes “The Snake.” Also’ Freebirds- 
Devastahon inc, Sawyat Sullivan, Lawer & 
Dillon, MeDanial-Race 

Sept. 1984; Kerry Von Erich Wins The NWA 
Tithe: For David ... For Taxas ... For Wrestling! 
Also. Billy Jack, Bundy & Superstar-Road 
Warriors, Piper & Omdortt-Jotnson & Atlas, 
Rick Martel 

Nov, 1984: The $50,000 Full-Neisun Challenge 
Match: Billy Jack Gets Revenge Against 
Superstar Graham. Also! P)per-Hogan. Heenan 
& Saito, Brody & Hanaass, Yon Erichs 

Dec. 1984: The Tully Blanchard-Aick 
Steamboat Feud: Will Dusty Rhudes End tt... 
Or Make lt Worse? Also; Tito Santana, Martel- 
Atlas. D, Funk, Mike Von Erich, Wilkams-Taylor 
Jan, 1985: Kerry Von Eri¢h: “I've Got Ric Flair's 
NWA Title Within My Grasp.” Also: Albano & 
Lauper, Koloffs & Kemodie, Road Warmors, 
Lawler & Rude, Seatl McGhee 

April 1985: Six-Man Alot! Rond Warriors & 
Etlering vs. Riiodes, Rieh, & Anderson. Also: 
Tonga Kid, tomorrow's sliirs, Adams-Kevin, 
Flair-Jack, Terminators. 

June 1985: Are The WWF Rulobreakers 
Singling Out Barry Windlinm For Destruction? 
Also: Zbyszko-Backluind, Ritodes-Blanchard, 
Tommy Rich, Oliver-Haynos, 

July 1985: It's A Dog's Life ... And Junkyard 
Dog Wouldn't Trade It With Anyonal Also: 
Backlund-Martel, Kemioxie-Koloff, Butch Reed, 
Hemandez & Sunshine, Mike Grahan. 

Aug. 1985: Ten Days Of Blood And Glory: The 
Road Warriors invaiie Japan! Also: Terry 
Taylor, Magnum TA. Bugsy McGraw, Sheik & 
Volkofi-Windham & Rotundo, 20th anniversary, 
Oct. 1985: David Stultz Gets An NWA Title 
Shot: Alc Fisir—“t Wrestle The Men Hulk 
Hogan Is Afraid Ot1" Also: Misty Blue, Rick 
Martel, Kendall Windham, George Steale, Killer 
Brooks, wrestling greats’ alltime top 10. 

June 1986: Kerry Reveals His Secret: “I've 
Told Magnum T.A. How To Beat Ric Flair!” 
Also: Stave Williams, Hogan-Orton, Flair- 


Bockwinkel, Lax Luger. 

Woy. 1986; Morton & Gibson Take A Trip To 
Badstreet U.S.A. The Rock ‘n’ Rall Express vs. 
The Fraebints, Also: Eddie Gilbert, Hogan- 
Omuortt. Mike Von Erich, Mulligan-Bass. 

Dec. 1986: Ait Flair’s NWA Title Reign: Last 
Chance To Silence The Critics! Also: Nikita 
Kojoff, Gilbert & Sting, Hogan-Piper, Abdullah- 
Adams. Nick Bockwinke. 

Feb. 1907: Tragedy Strikes Wrestling: Magnum 
T.A. Neots Your Prayers Now More Than Ever. 
Also: Roberts-Steamboat, Crusher Yurkot, Terry 


Revolution! Alen. Barry Windham, One Man 
ry Sivlan Adias, Savage-Steamboat, Jimmy 
nuika 
April 1987; Hull's Glant Tasks: Hercules, 
Kamala ... And Andre? Also: Luger-Allen, Richy 
Lawler Rude & Famandez-Rock ‘n’ Rolls, Kevin 
Von Ench, Skandor Akbar. 
June 1987: The Hart Foundation vs. The Can- 
Ams: Special Analysis 01 This WWF 
Superieud! Also’ Nick Bockwinkal, Paul 
Omdorfi, Rhodes & Murdoch, Steve Wiliams. 
July 1987: Missy Hyatt: Will She Kiss And Tell 
In The WWF? Also: Chris Adams, Hart 
Foundation, Luger & Horsemen, Nikita-Gomette, 
Stan Hansen, 
Sept. 1987; intlapendence Day! Also: Hennig- 
Bockwinkel Hart Foundation, Kolotts, Bubba 
Rogers, Missy Hyatt. 
Oct. 1987: The Honky Tonk Man Wins The 
Intercontinental Title: Is Randy Savage The 
Fans’ Last Hope. Also: Kerry Von Erich, Ken 
Patera. Sung-Gifbert, Horsemen-Freebirds, 
Zhyazko-Gagrie. 
Dec. 1987: Hulk Hogan: Will He Be Drowned By 
The New Wave Of Challengers? Also: Hennig- 
Lawler, Windham-Steiner, Flair-Williams, Brutus 
Beefcake, Ronnie Garvin, 


Jan. 1988: Tha Experts Agree: The Road 
Warriors Will Tum Bad In 1988! Also: Kolofi- 
Taylor, Curt Hamnig, 


Duggan-DiBiase, 
Feb. 1988. Ric Flair Admits: “I'm Nothing 
Without The NWA Balt!” Also: Kerry Von Erich, 
dim Corvette. Hogan-Andre, Hennig-Lawler, 
Terry Taylor 
March 1988: Atter Four Years As Champion... 
Only Hulk Hogan Can Beat Hulk Hogan. Also: 
Warnors-Demolition, Steve Willams, Luger & 
Ditlon, Calgary, Terry Gordy. 
April 1998 (Special tssue): Starreade, Survivor 
Series, World Class: Wrestling’s Greatest Day! 
Aso: Midnight Rockers, Luger-Horsemen, 
Santana & Martel, McDaniel-Hennig, Bobby Eaton. 
May 1928; Belt Or No Belt ... Hulk Hogan Is 
Still The People's Champion! Also: Madusa 
Micell). Owen Hart-Flair, Tatum & Victory, Scott 
Hall, LugerAndarson, 
June 1988; How Sting’s War With Ric Flair 
Could Make Him A Horseman! Also: Bobby 
Heenan, Martel-Zenk, Kerry-Gordy, Ted DiBiase, 
Nikita Koloff 
Aug. 1988: World Tag Title Power Shift! Also: 
Windham & Luger, Demolition, Taylor-Freebirds, 
Paul Eflaring, Qwen & Bret. 
Oct. 1980 The Fantasties Declare: “We Will 
Not Share Our Fans With The Rock 'n’ Roll 
Express!" Also. Rhodes-Windham, Curt Hennig, 
Roberts Rude, Rougeaus, Jim Garvin. 
Jan, 1969: The Horsemen Destroyed! The 
World Title Gained! But The Midnight Express 
Must Sill! Prove Themselves! Also; Top Guns, 
Hart & Rougeaus, Andre-Savage-Hulk, Terry 
Gordy, Kevin Von Erich 
Feb, 1980: The Road Warriors: “Sting, Dusty, & 
The Fans Can Go To Hell!” Also: Madusa 
Micali, Blue Blazer, Warrior-Hogan, Bigelow- 
Gordy, Eddie Gilbert. 
March) 1989: Scared Stiffl “Don't Say Snake!” 
Also; Jeff Jarrett Soong ar te Ric Pair, Bam 
Bam Bigelow, Hércules, tron 
April 1989; Vranas Wd gal! Can 
Randy Savage Stop The Onslaught? Also: 
British Bulidogs, Road Warriors-Sting & Luger, 


Zbyszko, Luger-Windham 
‘July 1989: Dino Bravo: The Man Hulk Hogan 
Cannot Beat! Also: Rair-Steamboat, Rhodes & 


; Keery-Embry, 
Randy Savage, Great Muta, Ted DiBiase, Teddy 


Long. 
Sopt. 1989: Our Urgent Ples To File Flair: Oon't 
Wrestle Terry Funk. Also: Demolition, Roddy 


Analysis. Aisa: Eric Embry, Four Horsemen, 
Teddy Long, Hayes-Luger, Art Barr, Bly Jack 


Haynes. 

Nov. 1989: Roddy Piper Pins Randy 

And Hulk Hogan Is Scared Stitf! Also: Mr. h 
Von Erichs, Garvin & Hayes, Flair-T. Funk, 
Dustin-Steel Man, Sgt. Slaughter. 

Dec. 1889: Gary Hart: Muta Took The Sting 


Jan, 1990: The Hulk Hogan Book Of Lists. Also: 
Brian Palman, Rich-Luger, Tully & Am, P.Y. Chu: 
Hi, Greg Gagne. 

Feb. 1990: Can Sting Keap Luper From The 
NWA Belt? Also: Terry Gordy, Rick Martel, 


April 1990: Hulk Hogan: A Decade Of 
ive ty Ab Shae Piper- 


Erichs, Big Bossman, Pillman & Zenk, Hulk 
Hogan, Mark Callous: 

June 1990: Hutkamania—The Fall And Rise! 
Also: Rockars, Koloffs, Horsemen, Flair-Luger, 


Steiners. 
pinay hg hrs tod atk J 
Potfo, Dusty-Savage, 


Larry Zbyszko. 
Sept. 1990: The Uitimate Warrior Wimps Out! 
Jack Haynes, Lex Luger, Doom-Steiners, 


Tasmanian Devi, Chris Von Erich. 

Nov. 1990: The Luger-Sting Rivalry: Ready To 
Explode Again! Also; Lawler & Dundee, Brutus 
Beefcake, Kerry Von Erich, Harley Race, Steiners. 


March 1991: Warning To The Ultimate Warrior: 
Roddy Piper Wants You! Also: Gilbert-Jarrett, 
Comette & Express, Teddy Long, Survivor 
Series, Scott Norton. 

April 1991: Hulk Hogan: The Challenges That 


Ones. 
May 1991: Only Hulk Hogan Can Rid The WWF 
Of The Stench Of Sgt. Staughter. Also: Ric Rair, 


Pasig Eaton, Sheik-Brazil, Power & Glory, Terry 


June 1991: How Much Longer Can We Depend 
On Hulk Hogan? Also; Nasty Boys, Sting, lair- 
Gigante, Cactus Jack, Kevin Von Erich. 


LOD-Nastys, 

Aug. 1991: Ht Sot. Slaughter Said “I'm Sorry” 
.- Would Hulk And The World Forgive Him? 

iso: aera aie Dera Be, Lanny 

Poffo, Bam Bam Bigelow. 

Oct. 1991 (Special tssua); 25 Years—The 

Silver Anniversary Celebration Of Wrestling's 

Moo! Rempecied iaperna Includes: Year-By- 

Year, greatest photos, 25 greatest wrestlers, Q & 

ABruno Sammartino, 

Nov, 1991: Eon ae 


March 1992: After Survivor Series & Tuesday 
In Texas: Has The WWF Titte Suffered 
irreparable Damage? Also: Brian Pillman, 
Anderson & Bruiser, Rude-Sting, Mountie-Hart, 
Jeff Jarrett. 


April 1982: After A Year Of Tragedy & Turmoil: 


May 1992; He Rumbled Past 29 Men ... Ric 
Flalr’s Hour Of Power: Can One Man Stop Him 
At Wrestieliania Vill? Also: Anderson & Eaton, 
Roddy Piper, Dusty Rhodes, USWA, Don Owen. 
June 1992: In Ric Fair's High-Stakes 
Championship Game, Hulk Hogan & Sid 
Justice Are Mere Pawns. Also: Eddie Gilbert, 
Ultimate Warrior, Vinnie Vegas, WCW titles, 
Koko B. Ware. 

July 1992: “Humber Two Just Won't De”: For 
Rick Rude, The U.S. Bett Means Failure: Also: 


Alfiance, 
Oct, 1992: British Bulldog & Uttimate Warrior: 
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Why They'll Be Crowned At SummerSlam. 
Also; Scotty Flamingo, Brian Lee, Martel- 
Tatanka, Steve Austin, Sting. 

Nov. 1992: WWF Beware! It’s The Periect Time 
For A Curt Hennig Comeback! Also: Crusi) 
Butch Reed, Sting, Buddy Rogers, Dar Spivey. 
dan. 1993; Sting Tums Sadistic: “Hurting Jake 
Makes Mo Happy!” Also: Anderson & Eaton. 
Bushwhackers-Moandogs, Ramon-Savane, 
Natural Disasters, Masa Chono. 

Fab. 1983: WWF Champion Bret Hart: His Five 
Most Dangerous Challenges. Also: Sot, 
Slaughter, Steve Austin, Rick Steiner, Bob 
Backlund, Terry Taylor. 

April 1993 What's In? What's Out? Also: Razor 
Ramon, Rick Steamboat, Patriot, Tatanka, nian 


Christopher. 
May 1993: Sumo Sadism: Will Yokozuna Make 


Over Yet! Aso Rude-Dustin, Hutk Hogan, Marty 
ae Heavenly Bodies, Tatanka, Sherri 


ne 1994: Roasted, Brolied, Fried, Baked .. 
Any Way You Cook it, Hogan's A Chicken! Also: 
Rude-Rair, Bagwell & Scorpio, Jim Cometie 
Jerry Lawler, Hansen & T. Funk-Abdullah & 
Sullivan. 


May 1994: Afiershocks! How The Royal 
Rumble Shook Up WrestleMania. Also. Hulk 
ead Boss, Douglas-Sherri, Patriot, improve 


sos el those lees: Miet'clinr 
Wrestling 10? Also: Brian Pillman, greatest 


Dec. 1994; Hulksier Under Siege! Can Hoyan 
Hold Of WCW's Best? Also: Lex Luger, Sid 
a hie Adam Bomb, Dusty 


eri ii ihiaey whalers 
Also: Johnny B. Badd, DiBlase-Tatanka, Boh. 
Backlund, i iris at 
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March 1995 (Special issue): 1994—The Year 
In Pictures, Also: Sullivan-Hogan-Sullivan, WWF 
'95-WWF '85, Ric Flair, MOM, 911, 

April 1995: Imagine Wrestling Today tf ... 
Also: Gunn & Smothers, Haram Heal, Money 
Ine., Lawlet-Gomette 

July 1995: Hulk Hogan's Contract With America 
Also: Marty Jannetty, Bran Pilar, Lawrence 
Taylor, Bill Dundee 

Oct. 1995; President Backlund?! Also: Steiner, 
Austin & Pillman, Miss Texas, Gordan Sofia 
Nov. 1995; “Take That—And Shut Up!” it 
Savage Can’t Silence Flair, He's Through! 
Also: Mabel, Jarrett-Ramon, Renegade, WWF 
legends roundtable 

Dac. 1995 (Special Issua): 20Shawn Michaels: 
Too Good To Be Second Best! Also: Wrestling 
tulebook, Vega-Ramon, Mama Cornette, 
Kamala-Duggan, Bia Van Vader 

Winter 1995: Exclusive Preview: Sting vs. 
Hogan: This Time tt’s For Real! Also: Stelners 
Yankem-Undertaker, Bodies-Comette, Am 
Anderson 


March 1996 (Special tssue): 1995—The Year 
in Pictures, Also; Hogan-Hart, Big Van Vader 
Sabu, Bran Pillman 

April 1996: Luger, Sting, Hogan, Savage: Can't 
We All Be Friends? Also: Diese & Kid, Diesel- 
McMahon, Dallas Page, Jeff Jarrett 

May 1996: WWF In-Vader! Can Bret, Shawn, & 
Razor Play The Pain Game? Also: Public 
Enemy, Steve Austin, wrestling oddities 
Kensuke Sasaki, Ric Fair 

dune 1996 (Special Issue): Fear Of Height! 
How The Giant fs Paralyzing Wrestling. Also 
Shock ‘n’ Wrestling, Razor Ramon, Brian 
Piliman, Konnary 

July 1996: Babes In Boyland! Also: Sunny, 
Elizabeth, Kimberly, Inoki-Vader, WCW tag 
teams, Woman, 

Aug. 1996: Shawn Michaels: Finally—He Has 
The Title ... Now Here's What He's Gotta Do 
With It! Also: Public Enemy-Nastys, Bret Hart, 
Booty Man-Sullivan, Mabe! 

Sept. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear 
Report. Also: Savio Vega, Sabu-Scorplo, Chris 
Benoit, Goldust, Olympians, Giant. 

Oct. 1996: Muscling Back To The Top: The 
Warrior Is Ready To Rule Again. Also: Warriors 
& Sasaki-Steiners & Norton, Razor & Diesel, 
Mabel & Mo, Blue Meanie. 

Nov, 1996: Brian Pillman: Next WWF Champ! 
Also: Giant-Sting, Ray Stevens, Dick Murdoch 
Cloudy, John Tenta, WCW shuffle. 

Dec. 1996 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 
10 Faceoff! Also: Ahmed Johnson, Ric Fair 
Mero & Sable, Goldust, Sandman 

Holiday 1996: WCW Shocker: Randy Savage Is 
Set To Join Hulk Hogan’s NWO! Also; Steve 
Austin, Michaels-Goldust, Am Anderson, Van 
Dam-Sabu, Steve Williams. 

Jan. 1997: It Could Happen! Hogan's Next 
Move ... Buy WCW! Also: Undertaker, New 
Jack, Owen-Bulldog, Ted DiBiase 

Feb. 1997: Wrestling’s Top Stars: What 1997 
Has In Store For Them! Also: Michaels-Hart, Pit 


Please send me the back issues of THE WRESTLER | have 


Bull |, Rey Misterio ur., Kevin Nash, 

March 1997 (Special Issue): 1996—The Year 
In Pictures. Also; Hulk Hogan, Austin-Pillman, 
Dallas Page, Hunter Hearst Helmsley. 

May 1997: Hogan's Headache: The Pain Is 
Piper! And The Remedy Is Revenge! Also: 
Michaels-Hart, Guerreros, J.C. leg, gang vio- 
lence, Mare Mero: 

duly 1997; infighting, Politics, Egos: Is The 
NWO Losing Its Edge? Also: WWF-ECW, Dean 
Malenko, Super 8 tourney, Jerry Lawler 

Sept. 1997 (Special Issue): WWF Midyear 
Risport: Plus: NWO, Shawn-Bret, football play- 
és, Terry & Dory Funk, Luna. 

Oct. 1997: Brat Hart & Shawn Michaels: How 
Low Will They Go? Also: Paul E. Dangerously, 
ODP & Kimberly, Rhodes family, Keiji Muto 
Nov. 1997: 10-Year Grudge! Lex Luger's 
Career Ruined By J.J. Dillon? Also: Shawn: 
Bret, Jeff Jarrett, Hunter Hearst Helmsley, 
Dreamer-Raven, Dan Sever. 

Dec: 1997 (Special Issue): WWF vs. WCW: Top 
10 Faceoffl Also: Guerreros, Taz, Syxx, Paul 
Bearer, Brian Christopher. 

Hol. 1997; First Qwen ... Then "Taker ... Then 
Hogan: Who's Gonna Go Next? Also: Stave 
Austin, Bret Hart, Lex Luger, Ric Alair, Dean 
Malenko. 

Jan. 1998; Lex Luger's Plea To Sting: “Read 
This Story—Your Career Depends On tt!" Also. 
Hart Foundation, Hardcore Heaven, 
Headbangers, Amn Anderson, 

March 1994 (Special Issue): 1997—The Year 
In Pictures, Also: Rey Misterio Jr., Undertaker, 
Giant, Road Warriors. 

April 1998: “We've Won!” Maybe ... But Can 
The NWO Handle Its Own Success? Also: Ken 
Shamrock, Steiners-Warors, Douglas & 
Francine, Rocky Maivia. 

May 1998; Mike Tyson: Stepping Into 
Wrestling Hell! Also: Bischoff-Zbyszko, Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley, Meng & Barbarian, ECW, 
“Hollywood” Hogar. 

June 1998 (Special issue): “Hollywood” 
Hogan: 10 More Dirt Deeds ... And He's Outta 
Here! Also: Randy Savage; DeGenaration x, Jim 
Comette, Randy Savage, then and now. 

July 1998: Death Wish! Costing Hogan The 
Title Isn't Enough For The Macho Man. Also 
Headbangers, Ric Flair, Chris Chetti. 

Aug. 1998: We Stand Behind Ya, Vince! It's 
Time To Fire Austin, Also: Luna-Sable, Ranily 
Savage, Dean Malenko, Super 8 tourney. 

Sept. 1998: (Special Issue): WWF Midyear 
Report: Also: Nast-Hogan, Rocky Maivia, Bill 
Goldberg, Antonio Inoki 

Oct, 1998: The Mother Of All Pay-Per-Viaws! A 
WWF-WCW Supercard ts No Longer Just Talk! 
Also: Sable, Undertaker, Randy Savage, Sabu & 
Van Dam, 

Nov. 1998; Demons Be Damned! Sting Makes 
The Giant See Rad! Aiso. McMahon-Duda, 
Jarrett-Biackrnan, Melanie Piliman, Rey Misteno Jr. 
Dec. 1998: (Special Issue): WWF vs. WOW: 
Top 10 Faceoff! Also: ECW midysar report, Ric 
Aair, Kane 


Send To: 
LONDON PUBLISHING CO, 
BOX 910 


FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 


allow 6-8 weeks for delivery 
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Roddy Piper Is 
Risking His Life 


THIS KILLER FEUD 
WITH GREG VALENTINE 
MUST BE STOPPED! 
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Photos by Floyd See & Eddie Chesiock 


WRESTLER 6. IC! 
Roddy sil in a CLA 5S says 
he doesn't fear anyone, but he ~ 
had some scary moments dur- 
ing his bloody feud with Greg 
Valentine. Check out this 
“Wrestler Classic” from January 
1984 for the lowdown! 


Aes 
— 


See 
Piper is aided by referee Ron West and NWA official Sandy Scott after sustaining the serious injury to 


’ his left ear (opposite page). His plans to avenge that night in April when Valentine took 75 percent of his 
hearing and his U.S. title have been dangerously unsuccessful (above and below). 


449" VERY TIME | try to rest my 

head on a pillow at night, 
every time | have to ask someone 
to repeat what they said, every time 
| go to the supermarket and: see a 
box of Q-Tips, | think about that 
night.”’ 

There is anger and resentment in 
the voice of Roddy Piper as he 
speaks about the injury inflicted 
upon him by Greg Valentine that 
cost him 75 percent of the hearing 
in his left ear—and the U.S. heavy- 
weight championship. 


etl 


“It was a completely unfair deci- 
sion,’’ Piper said. ‘‘l’ve had lawyers 
crawling all over [NWA official] 
Sandy Scott’s offices for months, 
because it’s all his fault, but they 
haven't been able to do a thing 
about it yet. And so far, [NWA 
President Bob] Geigel doesn’t want 
to hear anything about it, either.’’ 

Scott was sitting at ringside in 
Greensboro, North Carolina, on 
April 30 as Valentine, the U.S. 
heavyweight title challenger, 
opened a wide gash on Piper’s left 


Obsessed with making 
Greg Valentine pay for 
the injustice of stealing 
his U.S. heavyweight 
title, Roddy Piper is 
risking more than just 
his hearing by getting 
involved in a feud with 
“The Hammer.” 
Piper’s very life is being 
threatened, and until he 
understands, that fully, 
the threat is a 
very real one 


ear. Determining that Piper was un- 
able to continue, Scott intervened, 
stopped the match, and awarded 
the match and the belt to 
Valentine. 

“It's totally unfair, | tell you, it's 
not right, it just isn’t right!’’ Piper's 
voice seems to rise as high as his 
emotions when he speaks of the 
incident. ‘‘! lose half my hearing, 
maybe permanently, | don’t know. 
The doctors are still waiting to see 
what happenes, and | lose my belt, 
and there’s Greg Valentine, running 
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around with the grin of the Chesh- 
ire Cat on his face and my belt 
around his waist. | didn't get 
pinned and | didn’t submit. And as 
far as | know, those are the only 
two ways you can lose a title.”’ 
It's long past the point where 
I’m going to just let my lawyers 
work on this,’ Piper said. “‘It’s 
time to take matters into my own 
hands, it’s time | deal with the 
situation the best way | know 


how—with my fists. Valentine’s got 
a couple of knuckle sandwiches on 
his menu, and I’m ready to serve 
them up, jack, anytime!” 


Piper's been spending the past 
weeks doing exactly that. In South 
Carolina, Virginia, North Carolina— 
all across the Mid-Atlantic area— 
Piper's been following Valentine. 
His campaign has not been a suc- 
cessful one, however. He has failed 
to recapture the U.S. belt, and he’s 
taken a severe beating every time 
he's stepped into the ring with Val- 
entine. Piper’s close friends and 
fans are worried about Roddy's ap- 
parent obsession. The very injury 
that precipitated this bloody feud 
could cost Piper more than a few 
more numbers in the loss column 
of his record. 

The Wrestler recently spoke to 


Dr. Frederick Mitlitsky of the San 
Francisco Center for dural 
Physiology. 


A specialist in athletic injuries, 
Dr. Mitlitsky was already familiar 
with the Piper situation when we 
42 The Wresiler 


NERVE ENDS CANNY 


a ene IMPULSES TO BRAIN /7, 


This diagram shows the complex makeup of the human ear. If Roddy Piper has sustained 
damage to the inner ear, he stands the risk of suffering dizzy spells while wrestling. 
Valentine (below) would not be reluctant to take advantage of such a situation. 


contacted him. 

‘| have several friends who have 
been asking me about Piper's in- 
jury," Dr, Mitlitsky said. ‘‘The odd 
thing about it is that this type of 
injury is very unpredictable. The ear 
is a vastly complex system of 
bones, nerves, and fluids. 

“Some people have said that 
Piper's eardrum is punctured,’’ Dr. 
Mitlitsky continued. ‘‘! don’t know, 
| haven’t examined him. But if 
that’s the case, Piper could have 
some serious problems. The inside 
of the eardrum is connected to a 
lever system of very tiny and sensi- 
tive bones. These bones transfer vi- 
brations in the air that are reflected 
on the eardrum—sounds—to a 
Snail-shaped structure in the inner 
ear that contains fluid and nerve 
cells that carry those sound im- 
pulses to the brain. That's how 
people are able to hear. 

“Those fluid channels inside the 
inner ear are lined with tiny hairs 
called cilia that move as the indi- 
vidual person moves,’’ Dr. Mitlitsky 
continued. ‘‘These hairs are con- 
nected to nerves that send signals 
to the brain, Very simply stated, if 
a person is standing up, the hairs 
are in one position, they send par- 
ticular messages to the brain, and 
the brain understands from those 
messages that a person is standing 
up. If a person is leaning to one 
side, the hairs are in a different 
position, and the brain understands 
that because of a different set of 
nerve messages. That’s how the 


brain maintains balance in the 
body. 

“But if there is an injury to the 
inner ear, if the fluid surrounding 
the cilia is affected, a person’s bal- 
ance can be destroyed. Quite sim- 
ply, the individual just doesn’t 
know which way is up.” 

“Piper has occasionally com- 
plained of some dizziness,"’ Dr. 
Mitlitsky observed, ‘‘but not on a 
regular basis. This could well mean 
that he’s walking a tightrope be- 
tween a permanent inner ear injury 
and saving his hearing—and his 
balance.” 

Dr. Mitlitsky’s expert analysis 
leaves out one important factor: 
Greg Valentine. If Piper should be- 
come dizzy in the middle of a 
match, he would become virtually 
helpless and automatically vulner- 
able to all forms of sadistic attacks 
by The Hammer. Such attacks 
could injure Piper's ear further— 
possibly doing enough damage that 
Piper's inner ear could be perma- 
nently mutilated. 

Should that happen, Piper would 
never be able to wrestle again. The 
vocation to which he’s dedicated 
his entire life would be taken away 
from him. It would be a tragedy 
that could not be reversed. 

By continuing this feud with 
Greg Valentine, Roddy Piper is risk- 
ing his life. If he wants to be cer- 
tain that his wrestling career will 
continue, he should end this feud 
immediately and allow himself to 
heal. O 
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Wrestling historians, rejoice! Some of the back issues in this ad have not been offered for sale for more than a 
decade—but a recent transfer of warehouse inventory from New York to Pennsylvania uncovered a small 
supply of these classic publications! Obviously, supplies are extremely limited, so all magazines will be sold 
on a first-come, first-served basis only. Prices quoted are based on the rarity of the issue and the number of 
available copies. For speediest service, use VISA or MasterCard or make payment by money order or certified 


check. Please don’t send cash! Don’t miss out on this once-in-a-lifetime chance to own a memorable piece of 
wrestling history! Once they’re gone, they’ll never be offered for sale again—so order today! 


WRESTLING (eed) 


Published between 1959 and 1964, Wrestling 
Revue is acknowledged as one of the finest series 
of wrestling magazines ever produced. These 
beautiful editions, all edited and published by 
Stanley Weston (founder of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated, The Wrestler, and Inside Wrestling, 
among so many other titles) set a standard for all wrestling magazines that 
followed, and are available now for the first time in many years! 


Fall 1961 Edouard Carpentier challenges Floyd Patterson, Bruiser vs. Cowboy 
Bob Ellis, The Zebra Kid, killer holds, action at The Kiel, Nick Bockwinkel vs. 
Dr. X, and full-color action of the Bastiens vs. Shires & Nelson. $25 

December 1961 An extensive Buddy Rogers interview, Bobo Brazil, Fred Blassie, 
Pepper Gomez, the Torres brothers, Whipper Watson, “Sailor” Art Thomas, Ricki 
Starr, plus a full-color centerfold of Mark Lewin & Don Curtis. $35 

February 1962 Dick Beyer, Mitsu Arakawa, Edouard Carpentier vs. Lou Thesz, 
Angelo Poffo, a five-girl battle royal, Don and Jackie Fargo, Billy Zabyszko, 
Larry Chene, plus a full-color centerfold of Guy & Joe Brunetti. $30 

April 1962 Wilbur Snyder, Luis Martinez, Madison Square Garden closeup, 
Yulie Brynner, Billy Wolfe, Don Leo Jonathan vs. Pat O’Connor, closeup on 
midgets, plus a full-color centerfold of Bearcat Wright. $30 

June 1962 Eddie Graham, Verne Gagne, wrestlers vs. boxers, Dory Dixon, 
Yukon Eric, Tony Lanza, Lorraine Johnson vs. Kay Noble, Skull Murphy & 
Brute Bernard, The Crusher, plus a full-color centerfold of Red Bastien, $25 
December 1963 The Destroyer, “Maniac” Mark Lewin, Paul Diamond, Ernie 
Ladd, Judy Grable, Bill Watts, Pat O'Connor, Don Duffy, The Scufflin’ 
Hillbillies, plus a full-color centerfold of Lou Thesz. $35 

February 1964 Edouard Carpentier vs. Killer Kowalski, Florida wrestling, Mad 
Dog Vachon, Fabulous Moolah, Fritz Von Erich, Rene Goulet, Cyclops, plus a 
full-color centerfold of Bruno Sammartino. $35 


BOXING BOXING 


NEWS 


In November 1958, Stanley Weston launched Boxing Illustrated/Wrestling 
News, an innovative concept in sports magazines. Each issue’s content con- 
sisted of approximately 60 percent boxing and 40 percent wrestling, resulting 
in the most complete magazine for ring afficianados the world has ever 
known. 


May 1959 Boxing: Ray Robinson, James Jeffries, Rube Vargas, Willie Pep, 
Joey Maxim, Denny Moyer. Wrestling: Gene Stanlee, Larry Hamilton, Happy 
Humphrey, “Cowboy” Bob Ellis. $25 

June 1959 Boxing: Gene Fullmer, Jack Britton, Gustav Scholz, Mauro 
Vazquez, Rocky Graziano. Wrestling: Buddy Rogers, Don Leo Jonathan, Hard 
Boiled Haggerty, Omaya Kato. $35 

September 1959 Boxing: Carmen Basilio, the perfect kayo, Tiger Flowers, 
Joe Brown, Paolo Rosi. Wrestling: Edouard Carpentier, Ricki Starr, Enrique 
Torres. $25 

October 1962 Boxing: Special edition previewing the Floyd Patterson vs. 
Sonny Liston bout! Wrestling: “Handsome” Johnny Barend, Andre Drapp, 
“Sailor” Art Thomas, five pages of results, $30 

October 1963 Boxing: Cassius Clay, Joe Lynch, Frankie Narvaez, Tommy 
Loughran. Wrestling: Crusher ys. Verne Gagne, Tony Manous, The Dirty 
Daltons, results. $25 

February 1964 Boxing: Sonny Liston, Joey Archer, 1963 in review, Cassius Clay. 
Wrestling: Bruno Sammartino ys. Gorilla Monsoon, Emile Dupre, Bruiser vs, Bob 
Ellis, results. $30 
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{-) 247, Blackpool, England 


TOP 10 TAG TEAMS 
| STEVE AUSTIN SABU & ROB VAN DAM 
252, Victoria, TX Combined weight: 447 pounds 
(1) No. 2 WWF World title (2) ECW tag team champions 
2 BILL GOLDBERG 2 BILLY GUNN & JESSE JAMES 
270, Tulsa, OK Combined weight: 496 pounds 
2) WCW World champion (1) WWE World team champlons 
3 BRET HART 3 LEX LUGER & KEVIN NASH 
235, Calgary, Alberta Combined weight: 621 pounds 
4) WCW U.S. champlon (-) Ne. 1 contenders: WCW World title 
4 THE UNDERTAKER 4 TOSHIAKI KAWADA & AKIRA TAUE 
328, parts unknown Combined weight: 510 pounds 
(5) Ne. 3 contender: WWF World title 4) All-Japan International tag team lens 
Ly HOLLYWOOD HOGAN 5 SHIRO KOSHINAKA & GENICHIRO TENRYU 
275, Venice Beach, CA Combined weight: 555 pounds 
(-) No. 2 contender: WWF World title 3) IWGP tag team champions 
6 KANE 6 BUH BUH RAY & D-VON DUDLEY 
345, parts unknown Combined weight: 585 pounds 
{-) No. 4 contender: WWE World title _ 6) No. 1 contenders: ECW tag title 
7 DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 7 RIGHT-BALL & SKULL 
260, Tampa, FL Combined weight: 517 pounds 
A7) No. 4 contender: WCW World title _ 8} No. 1 contenders: WWE World tag title 
8 ROCKY MAIVIA 8 STEVEN DUNN & RENO RIGGINS 
272, Miami, FL Combined weight: 471 pounds 
Ei NexiB somtondorr WWE World Vile: (9) NWA North American tug toam champlons _ 
9 LEX LUGER g THE HEADBANGERS 
2685, Chicago, Il Combined weight: 488 pounds 
(9) No. 7 contender: WCW World title (-) No. 2 contenders: WWE World tag title 
10 MANKIND 10 BRIAN CHRISTOPHER & SCOTT TAYLO 
277, Truth or Consequences, NM Combined weight: 433 pounds 
(-) No. 6 contender: WWE World title Kane (-) No. 3 contenders: WWF World tag fitle 
wcw WWE NWA ECW 
World Champion: World Champion: NWA Champion: ECW Champion: 
BILL GOLDBERG TITLE VACAMT DAN SEVERN SHANE DOUGLAS 
(C) 270, Tulsa, OK (C) 265, Detroit; MI (C) 240, Pittsburgh, PA 
RET HART HUNTER HEARST 1—COLORADO KID 1—ROB VAN DAM 
(1) 235, Calgary, Alberta (1) 279, Greenwich, CT (1) 231, Denver, CO (1) 227, Battle Creek, MI 
2—HOLLYWOOD HOGAN AUSTIN 2—BARRY WINDHAM 2—SABU 
(+) 275, Venice Beach, CA {C) 241, Dallas, TX (8) 273, Sweetwater, TX (-) 220, Bombay 
ING 3—THE UNDERTAKER 3—DOUG GILBERT 3—TAZ 
(4) 260, Venice Beach, CA (2) 328, parts unknown (7) 241, Lexington, TN (2) 248, Red Hook, NY 
4—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE E 4—STEVIE RICHARDS 4—CHRIS CANDIDO 
(3) 260, Tampa, FL (-) 345, parts unknown (3) 227, Philadelphia, PA (4) 226, Carteret, NJ 
5—CHRIS JERICHO OCKY MAIVI 5—AL SNOW 5—MASATO TANAKA 
(2) 225, Vancouver, British Columbia (3) 272, Miami, Fl {-) 232, Lima, OH (5) 235, Tokyo, Japan 
ID GUERRERA 6—MANKIND 6—MR. GILLIS 6—SPIKE DUDLEY 
(6) 165, Mexico City, Mexico (10) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM 221, Vancouver, British Columbia (9) 155, parts unknown 
LUGER 7—D-LO BROWN 7=—DORY FUNK JR. 7—JUSTIN CREDIBLE 
(5) 265, Chicago, Il (8) 285, Bronx, NY (10) 250, Amarillo, TX (8) 225, Waterbury, CT 
8—BILLY KIDMAN 8—X-PAC 8—ACTION JACKSON 8—BAM BAM BIGELOW 
(-) 195, Allentown, PA (6) 212, Minneapolis, MN (9) 300, Dallas, TX (6) 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ 
9—DEAN MALENKO 9—KEN SHAMROCK 9=—SID VICIOUS 9—JERRY LYNN 
{-} 216, Tampa, FL (4) 235, San Bernardino, CA (-) 318, West Memphis, AR {-) 214, Minneapolis, MN 
10—THE EDGE 10—STEVEN REGAL 10—TOMMY DREAMER 


(7) 245, Yonkers, NY 


OFFICIAL 


RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent 
skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. 
All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; 
certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses 
indicates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that 
category last issue while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


For period ended October 6, 1998 


APPALACHIAN MOUNTAIN WRESTLING: Champion—Eight-Ball Jones; 
1—Skyfire; 2—Donnie Dallas; 3—Bill Justice; 4—Allen King; 5—Eddie 
Golden; 6—Scott Sturgis; 7—Ricky Harrison; 8—Bryan Wayne; 9—Scott 
Sterling; 10—Billy King. 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Champion—Christian Cage; 1— 
Inferno Kid; 2—Reckless Youth; 3—Lance Diamond: 4—Glen Osbourne; 5— 
Devon Storm; 6—Ace Darling; 7—Mr. Ooh Lo La; Mark Shrader; 9—Shawn 
Stosiak; 10—Andrew Martin. 


EASTERN WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Adam Flash; 1— 
Hungarian Barbarian; 2—Danny Rose; 3—Brian Knobs; 4—George Anthony; 
5—tittle Running Bear; 6—Jack Molson; 7—George Steele; 8—Bob Starr; 
9—Jay Love; 10—Flamingo Kid. 


ETERNITY WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Champion—Billy Rivell: 1—Tommy 
Force; 2—Darren Ryan; 3—3-D; 4—Tito Santana; 5—Demolition Ax; 6—King 
Kong Bundy; 7—Cousin Luke; 8—Rik Ratchet; 9—Dr. Hurtz; 10—Tom Brandi, 


FRONTIER MARTIAL ARTS WRESTLING: Champion—Hoyabusa; 1— 
Hiromichi Fuyuki; 2—Hisakatsu Oyo; 3—Atsushi Onito; 4—Masato Tanaka; 
5—Jado; 6—Gedo; 7—The Gladiator; B—Koji Nakagawa; 9—Yukihiro 
Kanemura; 10—Tetsuo Kuroda. 


MID-SOUTH PROMOTIONS: Champion—Mr. Wrestling Ill; 1—One Man 
Gang; 2—Kevin Northcutt; 3—Redd Dogg; 4—Casey Blaze; 5—John Saxon; 


6—Mercury McCloud; 7—Mr, Nasty; 8—Kent Truth; 9—Kerry Rockwood; 10— 
Terry Bryant. 


MUSIC CITY WRESTLING: Champion—Colorado Kid; 1—Flash Flanagan; 2— 
Al Snow; 3—Shane Eden; 4—Wolfie D; 5—Bart Sawyer; 6—Brickhouse Brown; 
7—Robert Gibson; 8—Reno Riggins; 9—Steven Dunn; 10—Jason Gibson. 


NEW DIMENSION WRESTLING: Champion—Tully Blanchard; 1—Rick Link; 
2—Rick Morton; 3—Manny Fernandez; 4—Bobby Fulton; 5—Pez Whatley; 6— 
Jackie Fulton; 7—Jimmy Valiant; 8—Rikki Nelson; 9—Madd Maxx; 10—Surge. 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Julio Sanchez; 
1—Reckless Youth; 2—Don Montoya; 3—Mike Quackenbush; 4—The Edge; 5— 
Chris Krueger; 6—Glen Oshourne; 7—Lonce Diamond; 8—Flash Flanagan; 9— 
Armageddon; 10—Mr. Ooh Lo La. 


POWER PRO WRESTLING: Champion—Title Vacant; 1—Jerry Lowler; 2—Bill 
Dundee; 3—Brian Christopher; 4—Psycho Sid; 5—Billy Travis; 6—Streak; 7— 
Kid Wikkid; 8—Derrick King; 9—Lance Jade; 10—Blade. 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—ttalion Stallion; 1—George 
South; 2—Ripper; 3—Black Angel; 4—Super Ninja; 5—The Baron; 6—The 
Breeze; 7—The Bodyguard; 8—American G.|; 9—Flaming Youth; 10—Crvel 
Connection Il. 


SOUTHERN CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Poison Ivey; 1—Otto 
Schwanz; 2—Boris Dragoff; 3—Cueball Carmichael; 4—C.W. Anderson; 5—Toad:; 
6—Major DeBeers; 7—Big Slam; 8—Matt Hardy; 9—Chris Stephenson; 10— 
Buddy Landell. 


NEW JAPAN ALL-JAPAN 
IWGP Champion: Triple Crown Champion: 
SCOTT NORTON KENTA KOBASHI 
(+) 360, Minneapolis, MN (C) 261, Tokyo, Japan 
1—YUJI NAGATA 1—MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(9) 220, Tokyo, Japan (4) 228, Saitama, Japan 
2—SHINYA HASHIMOTO 2—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 
(1) 287, Gisu, Japan (2) 245, Tizhigi, Japan 
3—KELJI MUTO 3—JUN AKIYAMA 
(5) 245, Tokyo, Japan (1) 230, Hiroshima, Japan 
4—KENSUKE SASAKI 4—AKIRA TAUE 
(2) 233, Tokyo, Japan (3) 265, Tokyo, Japan 
5—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 5—JOHNNY ACE 
(4) 270, Tokyo, Japan (6) 250, San Bernardino, CA 
6—GENICHIRO TENRYU 6—STAN HANSEN 
(-) 235, Fukui, Japan {-) 322, Borger, TX 
7—TATSUMI FUJINAMI 7—JINSE! SHINZAKI 
(3) 234, Oita, Japan (-) 223, Tokyo, Japan 
8—JUSHIN LIGER 8—TAKAO OMORI 
(8) 206, Hiroshima, Japan (7) 221, Tokyo, Japan 
9—SHINJIRO OTANI 9—YOSHINARI OGAWA 
(10) 215, Yokohama, Japan (10) 202, Fichigi, Japan 
10—SHIRO KOSHINAKA 10—JOHNNY SMITH 
(6) 225, Tokyo, Japan (-) 235, Manchester, England 


EMLL AAA 
EMLL Champion: AAA Champion: 
RAYO DE JALISCO JR. PERRO AGUAYO 
(-] 270, Guadalajara, Mexico (C) 220, Zacatecas, Mexico 
1—APOLO DANTES 1—ABISMO NEGRO 
(-) 215, Guadalajara, Mexico (1) 210, Pachua, Mexico 
2—NEGRO CASAS 2—HEAVY METAL 
(3) 175, Mexico City, Mexico (2) 180, Mexico City, Mexico 
3—£L HO DEL SANTO 3—BLUE DEMON JR. 
(2) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico (10) 180, Toluca, Mexico 
4—DR. WAGNER JR. 4—PENTAGON 
(6) 215, Mexico City, Mexico (4) 175, Pachuca, Mexico 
5—BLUE PANTHER 5—OCTAGON 
(4) 215, Mexico City, Mexico (7) 180, Monterrey, Mexico 
6—VILLANO IV 6—LATIN LOVER 
(10) 198, Naucalpan, Mexico (5) 190, Monterrey, Mexico 
7—MIGUEL PEREZ JR. 7—PERRO AGUAYO JR. 
[+] 232, San Juan, Puerto Rico (6) 165, Zacatecas, Mexico 
8—KEVIN QUINN 8—MANIACO 
(-) 210, Chicago, IL (-) 210, Mexico City, Mexico 
9—FUERZA GUERRERA 9—CIBERNETICO 
+) 180, Mexico City, Mexico (-) 235, Mexico City, Mexico 
10—RICKY SANTANA 10—LUDXOR 


{-] 239, San Juan, Puerto Rico 


(9) 170, Tijuana, Mexico 
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A huge 


ness! Vince McMahon’s judgment 
is obviously clouded by his hatred for “Stone- 
Cold” Steve Austin. Surely there is no other 
explanation for the damage his recent decisions 


have caused the symbol of 
his federation, the WWF 
World heavyweight title 
belt. If you check the WWF 
|} ratings, you'll note that as 
| of press time the title was 
| in a state of vacancy. (The 
® number-one contender 
/ remained Hunter Hearst 
| Helmsley, in accordance 
with our mandate that the 
Intercontinental champion 
receive the top position 
after the champion.) But Austin, The Undertaker, 
and Kane, the men involved in that controversial 
Break Down pay-per-view were two, three, and 
four, respectively. 

When "Taker and Kane simultaneously pinned 
Austin at Break Down, we assumed that, for the 
first time ever, we'd have co-holders of the 
championship. Upon further review, McMahon 
saw to it that we had no-holders of the champi- 
onship. McMahon appeared ready to present the 
belt to the half-brothers the following night on 
Raw, but after McMahon was attacked by Austin, 
and Kane and ‘Taker didn’t do much to protect 
him, he decided the title would be declared 
vacant. Kane and The Undertaker would have to 
wrestle each other later on for the title, with 
Austin serving as special referee. Like we said, a 
huge mess! 

McMahon made his initial mistake by signing 
the three-way match at Break Down. We under- 
stand that he wants to get rid of Austin (again, 
clouded judgment at best), but he—and every 
other promoter—has to understand that you only 
devalue the prestige of a title by putting it up for 
grabs in anything but one-on-one encounters 
(see story on page 30). He could have gotten out 
of the situation gracefully by having Undertaker 
and Kane wrestle for the belt and offering the 
first crack to Austin. But we guess that makes 

too much sense. 


a SS 


Kane 
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-ye@ are they? You might wonder why 
neither of ECW's singles champions has made our 
overall Top 10 this month. 
There's a very simple and 
logical explanation for this 
decision: Neither Shane 
Douglas, the heavyweight 
titleholder, or Rob Van 
Dam, the TV champ, has 
proven himself worthy. 
Hold on a second. We } 
really should explain that | 
one in some detail. 

Both are very talented 
wrestlers. They wouldn't be 
champions if that statement weren't true. But 
Douglas just came back from a serious elbow 
injury in September. When he came back, he had 
gone four months without defending the belt. If 
you got a chance to see him wrestle in Sep- 
tember, you probably could tell that his elbow was 
not 100 percent healed. 

Actually, it took a lot of courage for him to come 
back as soon as he did, and he wrestled well 
against the likes of Lance Storm and Sabu in 
some of his first matches back. However, we're 
not going to just give him a spot in the Top 10 
because he’s the ECW heavyweight champ. He'll 
have to keep wrestling well and, as all champions 
do, earn that spot. 

As for Van Dam, well, he and Sabu earned their 
high ranking in the tag team ratings. They've been 
defending the ECW tag team title against the best 
teams the federation has to offer since they won it 
way back on June 27. But Van Dam has been 
quite lax when it comes to defending the ECW TV 
belt lately. If he is really the whole show in ECW— 
and he has claimed on numerous occasions that 
he is, he ought to defend both of his titles regular- 
ly. Until he shows a little more interest in that TV 
belt, his name won't appear in the Top 10. O 


Shane Douglas 


That’s all for now! If you have any questions regarding our 
ratings or something you see on this page, we'd love to hear 


from you. Write to: “Ratings Analysis,” ¢/o THE Wrestttr, Box 
1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034. 
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| HOLUEST WRESTLERS 
TN YAR BUSINESS 


N) . “Hollywood” Hogan ¢ Diamond 
* Sting Dallas Page 


M+ "Macho Nan” + Goldberg 
Randy Savage + Bret Hart 
= TK. + Kevin Nash + Lex Luger 
>» * Scott Hall ¢ Giant 
+ Erie Bischoff ~- Raven 
) pins, The Nitro Girls & Many More! 
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1 Basic Set Per Box 
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MARKETING CAPA Git 
Extensive Advertising in 
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Magazines 
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7V Programming, Official 
Websites and Publicatiors 


“ ‘ i iN Ya) ) y : ww 
\ . ny e | N vy 1H q Vu Uy J a: i ‘ 
1-888-G0-TOPPS for ' is 
isting of stores in / 
your areal a 


[ ©1998 World Championship wid, ATime Warner ex Company. AN ph 
: zs , Reserved WCW" and NWO" are {rademarks of World Championship Wrestling, 
Berne tanse) Int. Topps is a registered tradematk ofthe Topps Company, Inc. 


SUBSCRIBE TO THE WRESTLER... 
ND RECEIVE THE PWI ALMANAC FREE! 


a 


| | 
| 


i 
SeSb 


AND 


BOOK 
j OF FACTS 


about Every aspect of 
the mat Sport! 

©come a subscriber 

today—and save up 
(0 25% off the 
newsstand price! 


| Now, with two different ways t au i 1 THE ACTION! | «ona rotathg bimonthiy bast: 
i GET IN ON ALL TRE AU TE: SS) — Beyond The Squared Circle, 

than ever! featuring candid photos of your 
i rae fe THE V LST! R for $29 20 

| ° Get 


— 
= 
j 

t 
, 

| 

| 

\ 

| 

' 


Send to: 

london Publishing Co. 
P.O. Box 2021, Dept. 9 Address : Apt. 
Marion,*OH 43302 City State Zip 


! 


Aves, | would like to subscribe to THE WRESTLER _ Please indicate method of payment: 


[_] Check or money’ order 
(enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


(ia | am enclosing $29.20 for a 18-issue subscription 


[__]| am enclosing $54.75 for a 26-issue subscription 


[_] Visa [-] MasterCard # 
(=! | wish to receive the 1998 PWI Almanac.as a bonus to my ear - 
subscription and have enclosed $2 to cover postage and handling. Expiration date: NO Ean 
[__]! would like to order the 1998 PWI Almanac only and have : 
enclosed $7 as payment in full. Signature: 
[] NEW [_] RENEWAL 


Price offer good in U.S. only. Canadaland all other countries: $39.60 for 13 issues ($61.70 airmail), and $ 


75.55 for 26 issues ($119.75 airmail) 
For all orders outside U.S., international money order in U.S. funds only. Please allow up to eight weeks 


before you receive your first issue 
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